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The Chriſtian 
EADER 


=Y His holy Letter of that ready 
3/2 Scribe of Chriſts 'Kingdgm, 
2 [ Mr. Shepherd of New-Eng- 
FL land] is /o full of Grace ths 
Truth,that it needs no other Epiſtle com-- 
mendatory than 1it ſelf. 

Yet ſeeing the Lot is unexpeFedly fallen 
upon my pen, to give it a Superſcription, 
that ' it may pals current from hand to 
hand; I do heartily in the firſt place , de- 
dicate it to thee, thou bleedin » trou- 
bled-ſpirit , 'as @ choice cordial Friend , 
an Interpreter , one of a thouſand , that 


£2 2.40 
; BY 
\ 4 3 
BY 
( N 


A 


doth not only ſpeak thy heart , but by the . © 


Comforter ( whom Chriſt has promiſed to _ 
ſend.) to thy Heart, © GO. 
© S, A 2 BEES Fe = 


Yo SM*1.C | 


To the Chriſtian 
It may be this paper preſent is ſent v1 
Embaſſy from Heaven , on purpoſe , to 
fer thy Houſe in order , to unie thy bo- 
ſom hnors , to bind the ſlrong man , and 
ca bim or:t of thy«looys, that thy Heart 
anay be once again ſet at liberty, to ſerve 
the Lord thy God in thy general and parti- 
cular Calling, whoſe ſervice is thy ſree- 
dom, What is here ſent by this « Ambaſ- 
fadoy of Chriſt , ( who is now the voice 
of one crying in the wilderneſs) to awwea- 
73 and heavy laden Soul in this Iſland. TI 
had rather it ſhould appear to thy judg- 
mentrun the [e eY1045 reading , aud to thy con- 
ſctevce iz the home application thereof than 


from my opinzon of it : Therefore 1 ſhall 
only add | as the Contents of this Letter ) 


certain {ele Caſes, propoſed and re- 
ſolved in the ſeveral Paragraphs there- 
of, as they lie in order in the Pages follow- 


' ing, VIZ. 


Pape 3. 
Trouble of mind in civil affairs, 


by the fecret infection of religious 


thavghts, 
Page $5. | 
From what Spirit ſuch ſuggeitions 
d&© ariſe. | -* 


\ 


Page 


* - 
%* 
- - 
i % ® , 
% m——__azmat - 
— — _ & - 


*% == 
* 

. 

#* 
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= ry =—_ 
- OI et -—_ - 
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READER. 


Page 10. 

How to entertain them wheb they 
crowd in. 

Page I4. 

Concerning the not buing humbled 
for finful diſtractions, that hinderand 
imerrupt the: ſpiritual performance of 
holy duties. 

Page 19. 

How a Chriſtian may be ſaid to be 

under the Covenant of works; 
Pape 21. 

How to conceive aright of that My- 
ſtery of Myſteries, the bleſſed Perſons 
in the Trinity. | , 

Page 26. 

The Souls aptneſs to go to God. ime 
mediatly in holy duties, without takit:g 
Chrift jeſus by the hand, 

Page 30. 

How to apply abſolute promiſes to 
thy ſelf, tho' they arc made 1adefinxely 
without condition. 

Page 43- 

A notable diſcovery of a fecret un- 
willingyuels in the Soul, to ſeek Godin 
the ſt:1Relſt ſolemn ſervices,. before it 
eutreth incothem ; Wearineſs of them, 

© ES while 


To FE") Elrifias 


while they laſt; and a gladnels, when | 
they are ended. 
nk Page &7 7s 

A-ſound. 131-1 of that Hereti- 
ad) Arminian Tenet, viz. T hat che 
{tr ength of Grace..1s to be got rather by. 
Argumentatton , thaninward Commyus-. 


nication andivfluence , ariing from u- 


110n With, Chrift, 
Page 49, 
The experiences of rhis tried ſervant 
of Chriſt, ( who is the Pen-man here- 
of ) haw he was curcd of Atheiſtical 
thoughts; whether they did wear our, 
or whether by the Jint.of- Arguments | 
they. were FRIGRNLy As $ 
Page 
Laſtly , whether ak changes, 


whicha 414 of God haih ſometimes , 


and thoſe movings of the ſpirir are cau- 


i. ted by a nat Ural temper, or Gods Spi- 


it, 


Py which-ſele& Caſes ( = many 
more» - that coltateralh: iſſue from their 
|. fpdes ) are judicionſly refolved with much , | 
Kage, Wi and breviiy intheſe few baegrt ; 
e en Jus 4c cj ell Controverſies, rhe * 
two - 


"W 


KE AD ER: 
two-edged ſword of the Spirit - the” 
Word of God. | 

Z bus bumbly beſeeching thee- , to read * 

over this Epiſtle of Chriſt to thee , 1witb the” 
ſame Spirit of love, and of a ſound mind , - 
which indited every line in it. 

I do deſire to leave thee at the Throne 
of Graee , in thearms of Chriſt, with the 
Father of all Comfort ; that thou mayest. 

receive the Peace of God, which paſſes all 
underſtanding ; and be crowned with joy. 


| unſpeakavle, and full of Glory, 


$5 © ov ew t - * , 
. 
_uO— —__ OTTER 5 eo < <td 6c, : a — 


I ſubſcribe my ſe!f- 


Friend ; 


Thine in-any Spiritual 
furtherance of thy Faiths: 


William tiles. 


Dated from Charterhouſe-in SED 
L ondon, Febr, 1.1647: 


. 
d. 
df 


EL ARE ITEN 
Dear 'S7zr - 
2 Dare not multiply many 
RB words in acknowledging _ 
. and profeſhing my own. 
_uvficneſs and inſuthcien= 
= SY cy to yicld your loving: , Þ 
and moſt welcom Letter , that fatisfac- 
tion Which both your Self deſire, and 
it deſerves: Neither yet will I be ſoun- 
faithful co .you ( ſeeing. your expeAa- 
tion puts me to reply ) neither ought I 
(I think ) be (& uaſerviceable to Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoin you, and by you., bec- 
| kensto me to take this call ro. wrue to 
you , and not to negle&t fo fair a ſca-. 
ſon, .ſeeing eſpecially it may be pofi- 
ble my dying Leer to-you , before IL 
depart from hence, and'return-to him, 
as not knowing but our laſt diſaſters 
& Sea-ſtraits(of which I wrote toypu,). 
may be but preparations for the execu- 
Uo: 


Iu 


C c = WOT eee _O_ 


| 32> Of ordering the Thoughts 
{ tion ofthis next approaching voyage. 
Yet our cyes.are to the hills,” and ous. 
defires are your prayers.z and ar this.. 
time my endeavour (hall be 1n reſpect 
of. your ſelf, to break open that lighe 
to you, and ro prepare 1t to you , with 
that brevity 1 may ,, and, with what - 
plainueſs.I am able ; belecching the 
God & Father-ot our Lord Jeſus Chiiſh, 
who maſt be when al] fails , the won- . 
derful Counſellor , to give you the {pi- 
rit of revelation , and that after you 
have ſuffered a while by thefe outward .. 
temptations , doubts , fears , deſer--. 
tions, diſtractions; which the Letrer - 
meationus , he would make. youperfe&;-. 
ſtablifh , ſtrengthen, and ſettle you. 
And rhisTI verily think 'will be anexpet- ].. 
ea ,- yet happy, joyful, and moſt glo- .. 
rious end ofthe: For fince IT have ob-. 
{ſerved and (ſeenthe lamentable ruins of-: 
the Soul, and ſceming Fi 
men, by. being rotke affeep in aquier, 
"tHI., calm \' cafie- performance of 'du-" 
ties; without fuc & awaking' temptas /. 
tions and tumulcs within , hich 


 - ſelf complains,of: -1 ſay, fince I have”: 


obſcrres whar a deal of mud.1s in” the ©- 


races of mauy.. - 


& BE 


—_— — ————— 


in Civil Employments.- 3” 
bottom of ſach ſtanding Pools , and- 
what a deal of falth is in ſuch Moats , - 
which arc inwardly at caſe, and not * 
empticd from veflel ro vefle] , next un- 
to the donation of tlic Lord Jeſus to-a - 
m2n, I have accounted ſuch rumultu- 
ous heart-ſtormgand uproars , together 
with the fruitful ſtrange effes. of 
them , tke ſecond mercy. Forl never 
ſaw that man kept from ſecret putre- 
faction and corruption , that was not 
uſually falicd with fach temprations + 
(eſpecially in a Chriſtians firſt Appren- 
riſhip } which uſoally preſerve him en- 
tire till death, And therefore ( Dears 
Sir) faint not ; for Jeſus Chriſt will- | 
raiſe a world of bleſbongs our of your © 
preſent Chaos and confuſfions, _ Bur I 
make hafte ro anſwer. Before you re- 
ply romy firft Lerter , your complaints 
ATC Many. | ET 
Your firft trouble 1s be concerning. - .Þ 
your diſturbances incivil affairs, by. the 
ſecret injeRiion of Rehgious thoughts , -- + 
fo that you- know not how to follow :| 
the one » without hazard of grievipg - 
the ſpirir, and breaking your ;peace;,, {| 
in nor maiaraining and noyrſhing; the 


04 


m— pw -— 


[8 #4 Of ordering the thoughts 
f. fame cimethe othec: and heace being - | 
ll] qrawn to 20 two ways at theſamerime 
}  {( which you cannot well do) your 
Fl Heart is diſquieted, and your peace 
i -muchincerrupred, 

v RI This of yours, puts me in mind of 
| #' rhecomplainc of an honeſt, yer plain 
il man, toanable Minifter once, who 


7 i _ inbewailing his condirion to him, a- 

TH mong other miſerics, that was not the 

f ; | Jleaſt: (viz.) chathe _—— 
j troubled with good thoughts, fo t 


il he could not follow his place, unleſs 
FR very oft hedidftand{bill and pray, for 
Fl Fear. of grieving the Spirit , ( as he 


fr thought) and lolinghis ſeaſon of being 

. . heard in Heaven : ( for ſaid Confcience 
ofr unto him. ) how doſt thouknow but 
©. . this may be thy accepred time, and if «+ 

thou doſt not take ir , ir may bethow +4 
ſhalr never have it again? I havefor- 
_ got the Miniſters anſwer , bur Tam -; 
Rre-in theſe complaints you go nota- - 
lone: Thave lately kndwn one very a- 
ble, wile, andgodly, part upon the 
Rackin ſts of thoaghrs by him, 
that envyingGods peoples peace, knows + 
- hay to:change himſelf imo an _ 2X 


-* © i ad 


a | ” 
tf 
+ 


in Civil Employments, 5 
of ligh:. For ic betw-ghis uſual courſe 
m che time of his he:lth, ro make a 
diary of his hourly hfe , and finding | 
much benefic by ir , he was tm Confci- ff 
ence preft by chepower and deluſion of *'. iff 
Saran , to make and rake the ſame dai- 
Iy ſurvey of his life in che time of his. 
fickoneſs, by means of which, he ſpent 
his cnfecbled fpirirs, caft on fact to 
Fre bis: fickneſs, and had not 2 friend 
of his conviaced him-of his crroagious 
conſcience, mifieadng him ar thar 
time , he had mardered his body, our 
of conſciencero fave his Soul, and ro:Þ * 
preſerve his grace; and do you think 
theſe were the monionsof Gods Spirit, Þ 
which like rhoſc Localts, Rev. 9. 9, 
10, had faces hike men, burhad tailes {| 
ke Scorpions > and flins in - their . © 
tailes? 25:52 2 _ 
| Your thoughts I know , arc notlike- -—- 

| hy to prodace the ſame effects; altho* 
nn Sagan "_ _ _ | 
cauſe you ay your peace 15 hereby 
ſturbed by ignorance, as not knowing 
$$ what co do in the midſt of theſe Ci - 
Y avions and theſe religious rhoughes, I 
*F. concciyc that twa things are to be fad- - 


Is 


6 © Of ordering the Thoughts 
iy conſidered of, for thecure oft them, 
p. Firſt, how co knove - ; 
Two things when ſuch rcligious pi- 
to be conſe= ousthoughtrs comefrom 
dered avout Gods' Spirit, and wken {| 
mations from the devil transfor- 
ming blaſcit imo an 
Angel of light,-.or Ion a vecll-mehed 
ſtirci-'g conſcience , ,yet blind. For. | 
vwhen.you know they come from Gods 
Svuit, you are bound tio nountk them, 
bu: when net, you are- bound not to 
embrace nor comply with them. Se- 
condly, learn how your Soul istro be- 
Laveaud carry it felfin Civil <mploy- 
ments: For whcn you-ſce how you do, - 
and may: honour God i following 
them;, | your. Spirit will nor be fo vn- 
S quict, :ifaravy ume you imbracc not - 
[ the ſuggeſtions of the other. 
' 


1; For-the firſt briefly, all good 
$4 motions and thoughts arc not the Spi-. 
rits Motions, as may thus appear, {| 
- 7: _ Therebethreethings © | 
Hom to try -- chiefly by which we- 
al —_— - - anay diſccra the mo- 
od of. Goas. tions, {uppeſtions, and * 
ay Spixit;... - - Wooghts which come” 


from-: | 


.- 


in Civil Em 
from Gods Spirit : all which -COncur- 


ring together 4n 2a good aftien , or . 
thoughr, or word, { not one alone )' 


wiil-make diſcovcry whether they are 
from Gods $ OT BOT. © 


I, Ifitbefi 


its from Gods Spirit, twat fo high as 
for a ſupernatural cu, maſt 2riic from 


a' (aperearural principle, which oaly. 


is Gods-Spiric, Pharifancal aftions were 
for a double: (elfilh cad; aud hence , 


not from Gods Spirit « bur nature , and - 


their owre ſpirit; +2, Tobe fecn of me I 
2, If they did any of them abhor this 'y 


yet it was to- purchaſe and | tho bs. 
ai -opimon of _— 
Chriſt=ipive: bas 


them this Item , in giving Alms Þ that? 


their own minds 
before God , and: hace 


they thould not Ice the. righe hand 
know what their left hand doth : for 
many men will do goedafts , "leſt they 
{hould by the ac 
them Hy 
for chem 
to take notice of whar we do forſfuch 
an end. - WW 


If chey be animared 2nd 


IV 


for Gods emdy "VP 


; 

| 
| 
| 

ll 
| 
| 


of them , chink | 
Poctines » aid fo be troubled 
%-Chriſt would have us nor. 


quickned * 
iS | from Gods command , OE Nne:- 


$ © ff raerimg the T howghts 
meature of holicels for glorious ends, 
without u warrant from. the Word, is 
the more fordid ſuperſtition : Chriſt 


; healed the Leper , when te 
; | him with anger to- tell-gþ, man , he, 


f no queſtion for a good end ) publiſhed 

the miracle the more ; this was a good 

motion ,: buce it was finful in him , be- 

wo croſs te. Chrifts command : when 

Chriſt would have waſhed Peters feer , 
4 he had 'many thoughts that came into 

| h $ head, - concerning his own vileneſs, 

| andChriſts glory ; and had agoed cud 

and meantng in his anſwers; yet his 

humiluy croffing-Chriſts cemmand,the 

| Lordipofeficth againſt -it ,. and bim for 
| x, that he had no'part in him , it he 

EY ſhould g9 on 1n it. | 
{3 3. ' Gods Spicit ſets a man oa work - 

5 © indue ſeaſon; for ler the dury be com- | 
& manded and rightly direted, yet if rx | 

1" | be not done in ſeafon ; it is pot from 

r 

j* 


Gods Spirit : hence, Pſal. 14 The righ- 
teous bring forth fruit in its ſeaſen : and Y , 


hence Solomon ſpeaks of words poten in © 
ſeaſon, are as apples of Gold: and hence. | 


we read in Ecclehaſtes, of « time and. 


o ſeaſon for every thing under the Sun: and: . 
there= 


ht. edi... 


in Cruil Empl ts. 9 
therefore when there is a ſeaſon of Gods. 
2ppointing for civil things or buſineſs, 
it is noc ſcaſon now to be moleſted. or 
perplexed in it, by the injefion aad 
evocation of thoſe thoughts which we 
think to proceed from rheSpirirt of God: 
I know indecd., thar the Spiric of God 
do:h enable a man to do-whatever good 
he doth ; bur as Grace makes Nature 


ſometimes to. ſerve, fo fafal Nature 


| brings Grace into captivity, ( whick 


Paul complains of, Rem.7-) and makes 
Grace to ſerve it. Tocrhorr and re-. 
prove another for fin, is from Gods 


Spirit that itis done ; but roreproveat 


| an unſcaſonable time , us from fin» 


ful corruption , abuſing Gods grace , 
and& making Sampſox to gink 1 Its 
from the excellency of a Enife tor cut 


| well ; butrocur my fioper warh it when 


Lhould be cutting of my mear with it, 
ariſeth not from the end of the knife , 
nor from the: intention. of him that 
made it : fo tothink of good things,it 


] vfromthe {pirir , 1 grant; burro think 


of them in fucha ſeaſon rhar God: fers 
you awork ro-mind and fotlow other 


# occaſrons , its from the cacmy of Gods 


ſpine, 


— 


— - _ —— — = 


—  — 


Io Of ordering the Thoughts 
ſpirir, *and your owapeace ; for asit is- 
a {into nouriſh worldly thoughts when- 
God ' ſcts-you a work 1n ſpiritual hea- 


 yenly1mployments, fo it 1s ( in ſome” 
' reſpe&s) as great a fin to ſuffer your ſelf- 
. to be diſtra&ed by ſpiritual thoughts, 


when Gods ſets you on work. in Civtl-- 

(yer lawful) impleiments:(uch thoughts- 
(I conceiveJare bur the leven of Mon- 
kiſh holineſs, if they divert you from: 

your lawful affairs, -when the Lord: 

calls you to follow them. For the Lord- - 
never calls you ro two divers imploy- | 
ments at the ſame time,unleſs you make: 
rhe one to be a mcans to further the. 
good of the other; which ſuch pious. 
thoughrs in ſome civil 1mployments.* 
do, it beingno piece of Chriſtian wil 
dom'or honeſty to turn round in world- 
ly imployments fo long till by giddigels- 
we fall down, butby ſecrerfſteps ever - 


 andanon to look- up to heaven, and to':[. 


behold the face of God , to- whom o14- 
ly therein we are to approve our ſelves, 
Bur yet it ſeems your thoughts are (o- 
far. from bring ſubſervient the one to- 
the other , thar your are diſtracted and- 
moleſted, 8& your peacc iatercupred,and' 
GEN -your 


in Civil E mployments.. 


fote you- muſt firſt being your trou- 


bles in this paruculaz rothzs ifflue,cicher  . 
can affairs, and 
nouriſh rheſe thouphes 23 helps ro main-- 


you may follow 


tain your peace, and make you heaven- 


ly minded in them, (and 1t they ſerve: 
ſufficiently to ſoch an ae, why arc you. 
troubled wrh thera 2) orcile you can-. 

not follow God comfomably in civil a- 


ions, unleſs you banith from -you 
thoughts which do fo mifcrably di- 
firaft you ; and tþra wEvedo you: fcar 


| you ſhall grieve Gods Sp=iz , If at the 
| ſame time you do m2 give cnreriatn- - 
ment to them, the nnf:3<Snbilcucſs of 
| which, ſpcaks plainly ikey 


from the ſprrns ſa2zfibors , befides 
their hinderapce of comforrably walk- 


' tbe with God, erkack tEciwploymenes - 
ttemfclyes can never Eander. 


Bur you will fay, When rhe ſeaſon 
ot nourithivg ſock rhcaghss? 


I anſwer, Emmrrzzim chofe thoughts - 
aS (1t may be) foo tave cone fome- 
-t,.euds; who came royforar that time- 


you 


FE 
yourChriftian courk made croublcſom, - 
andan heavy burrtem, winch farcly can- 
nor be by the yokc of JefasChrift;rhere- | 


Came HNOt 


* 
— 


. 
_—-o—O—— 
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— 


2 Of ordering the Thoughts | ; 
fitranpers , : 


you have buſineſs wah 


(whom you love not fo well 2s your ' 
Friends , ) you have defired them io 
ſtay a while, until you havedonr wah 
the otter, andthen you havereurced 
to your Friend, and when the orher 
has been (hur our of the doors, the o- 
ther has had che welcom , _- 
d with you all nighc; and ya i 
| vg zaval naither, bar pleaſed beth. - * 


It is{o in this caſe, Worklly cmploy- 
ments are our ſtrangers, yer they malt . 


be ſpoke with , Religious and. 
I practices are our Friends gy pen 
| unto us while God calls us w pariey 


— CJ] R<.. 4%. cc... ——- 


_ _ ' 


with the other, you canner ſpcak wah 
both at one time, in onc with 
our much perplexiry : Take thereface 
this courſe , make much of the good 
thoughts, but parlcy not wah them 
tilt your buſineſs is done with rangers, 
_ wow cveaing » Whack iz - 
calon, ſer ſome rime very 
for medicarion , and ge make them 


welcome ; then confider and | 
well whar was ſuggeſted ro you in the | 


a: day rime, ard ſift every good thoephe” 
2 to the bran, for then is your ſeaſon »* 


and 


- 


; 
; and afrer char Jer c{;em ſop and lodge 


7 Civil Employments. T3 


with you all mgat, and keep tEc houte 
with you cver y day. And ſurcly, when 
the Lord ſelus "(bait ſee what a Friend 
you ſhall make of bis Spirit, and how 
wilcly you walk therein, you ſhall nor 
nccd ro fear any grieving of n, or un- 
icafenablc times: nay, (1 fay} you 
will moſt fearfull y grieve his Sprat , if 
y=u parley with the conceived ſugge- 
ffions of it at unſcaſonable times. JFhat 
then dsff, dot with all thine Heart,laith | 
Solomon, Eccl. 9. 

Therefore when you are to pray , 
coufer , or meditate, do it with all 
your-mind , and all your thoughts, and 
all your ſtrenp! th, So when God calls 
yoaro worldly cmployments, do rh=m 
w:ta all four mind and might , and 
unde fefor of meditation comes, 
tate It , which glocious ordinance of 
God, although many Cliriſhans ufc :t 
eccafionally » and painſt ſome good 
ume, or Sen they bave leiſure mecr- 
IJ =g with them , yet to fer ſome time 
4 2part for it in a ſolemn mannerevery 
2 Sy, and that in conſcience , as wedo 
J for prayer generally , where is the man 


4 


— I 


I4 ff ordering the T, boughts 
Cu nano. 4 17 ba pan 
thar thus acglct their ſcaſon of m R 
and cmriog mo parley with Gods Spt- 
rit daily, may be well ſaid to grieve 
the Spirt , through the neglet of which 
ordinance , — is 4s _ grieved 

Profeſſors im England, as by any comrje | 
; ae The Lord awaken us: bu] ' 
have run too far alccady in this firſt pare 
of my aa{lwer. 

'2 Afeaxs. Fortheſecond means;viz. 
how the fou! is tocarry it (elf 1n Civil 
cnploymcacs , that fo you may not 

 thiak you do for better , when you 

Lft=n to good thoughts as you mca- 
on - 

x. Ifiyburrwo things, 1. Learn 
to follow tem ont of an awful reſpe& 
ro the eye, preſence, and command 
of F-fas Chrifft; and to do what you do 
in Ciril bufinefles., as che Work of 
Chrit; When Foa are riding, or ma- 
E-as up breach-s between, man a 
man , then think I ami now abourd 
wort of Jefas Chriſt. he 
p_ 2 S:cuudly, feeing -Y our (elf ef 


A * 
| > 
mo 
- 


— 
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worwag in worldly cmployments I 
him , you may caſily apprehend 


LY 


fac, of Peters Wife's mother, thar 


#8 Civil Employments. T5 
foc that time God calls you to them , 
z=d you attend upon the work of Jeſns 
Chnf m them ; chat you honour God 
z5s mach, nay more by the meaneft fer- 
i= worldly a& , than if. you ſhould 
kzzefpcnr all that time in meditation, 


pazyer, or any other ſpiritual employ- 


ment , to Which you had no call a 
thaz time: It is noted therefore by 


whenChriſt had healed her of herFevyor, 
ſhe fare not down at Tablc with Chrit 
= communion With him , which { vo 
czcfhon } was ſweet , but miniftred 
x: the Table, and ran too and fro, and 
£ ferved him , and ated for him ; 
wherein ſhe ſhewed more love, and 
gave kim mere honour, viz, in that 
men ſervice, and in ating for him , 
ham in havigg communion with hum : 
zoaw if the Lord would out of his aban- 
2zzc goodacſs, ct the Soul in ſuch an 
zag frame for him , and if-it could 
> is worldly employments, as tte 
Work of Chriſt, and fee how greatly 
= keacurs Chriſt in attending on him , 
Ok what peace ſhould a Chriſtian cn- 
7, zocrwithftandivg all bis dilcai- 


fect 


/for fenful diftratFions. 17 
eAnſw. For the latter clauſe con- 
-cerning breach of Govenant , toge- 
ther with the other.- 1. Ifay, noton- 

ly inficmitics. do not , - but theegreat- 
eſt fins cannot make a breach of 
Covenant between ' God and the ſoul 
that is once really ( not rationally } 
wrapt up in the Covenant of-grace. 'Ju- 

deed groſs - ſcandalous fins, nay 'in- 

4 'firmities , whea they are given way to, 
and norceſiſted-, may kcep- the. foul 
{ from the fruition for a time of Gods 
Covenant , ' bat never from the cter- 
nal jus and right unto it ; for as the 
habit of Faith or Grace gives a'mana 
conſtant right to the. promiſe and Co-. 
venant ( which- ſeed ever remains, |} 
which habit ever laſts, Fer.3. 9.) ſo + |} 
the a&t of Faith or Grace givesa man | 
fruition of the Coveoant and the be- 
-nefir of the promiſe , and hence by 
the ating and venting of-ſome fins, 
wherein there is included: the negle&t 
of the -exerciſe of grace , He that ts 
really in covenant with God:, may be 
4 deprived of the fruition of itz” yer ſee- 
& 11g the ſeed of God, andthe habitof 
IF grace cyer-remains, he cannot'by a- 


B "oy 


i T8 -of being humbled. 

J ith Dy fin break his covenant;-for the cove- 

I Dant of grace is abſolute ,- wherein the | 

A if Lord doth not only promiſe the good, 

: F|{ ' HÞurrq begio& perfect & fulfil the con- 

8.8 ditton abfolutly,withour reſpeR of fin, 
| ex parte creature : Indeedaf Gods cove- 

- Naut of Grace did (as that. of works} 
depend upon man co futfhl the condi- 
Hion-, having ſufficiene--grace to ful- 
fl ir, then _grofs fin might well break 
{the Cevenant : but ſecing God hath 

|; -undertaken to fulfil the Covenant ab- 

;| -{olurely, notwithſtanding allthe evils 
=. _-and fins ofthe ſoul, no-fincanpot- 

C fibly 


| break that knot and covenant 
3. -which-ſe-firm-and reſolute love hath 
4 | } -once knit. And therefore, if chis be. 
n a good argument, Infirmitics canner 


1 1 break covenant : [Whar cauſe have:1[- 
- li ro be humbled for them ? ſoas to ſay, | 


ol "Ir .4s- thy mercy Lord that I am net: 
"83 conſumed for them { as: you write } 
Wi i. you may apon the ſame graund ſay fo, 
+ WWt If the Lord ſhould deſert you , or you 


. rforlake the Lord, and ſo - fall into 
 thefovkeſt fin, which 1 (uppoſec cor- 
.cupt conſcience .dares not:be fo bold 


2345 r0-think or allow of, 


2 


for [ruful diſtratFions. tg 
2. Secondly , 1 ſay the leaſt fins or 
-zafirmiries do break the-firſt covenant - 
of works: and hence you-do not an- 
ty deſerve, bur arc- under the ſen- 
- teace of death , and curſe of God , 
immediatly after the ledft hairs- 
. breadth , fwarving from the Law by 
- the ſmalleſt ſin, aod moſt involuntary 
-accidental iofirmity. According to the 
Tenor of the Law , the ſoul that fGn- 
neth ſhall dic : and curſed. ir be thet 
contoueth not i all* things of the Law, 
Gal. 3, 10. *The leaſt ftn being (ex 
' parte wbjett; ) my refpect of -God againſt 
whoor it is committed , as hocrible 
-and as greatas thegceateſt. For ir be= 
ing 20 infinite wrong, being'the diſho- 
noar 'of an infinite Majclty -,, - there 
.can be-no greater wrong than an in- 
| finite one, ubleſs- you-can imagin 2 - 
thing preater than that which is infi- 
mire ; and therefore in this'reſpe&, 
there is as much yverom and miſchief 
doge againſt God in the leaſt , as 
1a the greateſt -ſin : And therefore 
'*, amd whoſocrer commit. it, deſerve 
death-for ir, -as if they had com- 
-mitcd the :fouleſt (n m the world: 

B 2 -and 


ll Go - Of 
and thereforeafrer the.leaft and ſmal- 
_&k& infurmities, 

ſee whar, cauſe- you have freely to be 
humbled, and ro canfeſs for them how 


_evcun to look u 
-under - the- ſentence of the Law -and 


-which heis not bound to keep. 


xelpect. 
-mnited to., and | havieg aSÞpiritual being 
bi | i | nn Grace, Aud the Corenantof Grace, 


bkumbled 


you may from henee 


worthy :you arc to. be deſtroyed; yea, 
your ſelf as lying 


; death, immediately after the commiſ- 
for of them , 7 ye mourn. bitter= 
LS for theao. 

-Obje#. Bar you will ſay, Chri- 
-Nian thar i is. under the Covenant of 


Grace,-'is not within the Covenant of 


"Works, -thar Bond is cancelled, the 


| :laft. will muſt ſtand: and therefore be 


cing out of thar Covenant , . no. fins 
af his can be ſaid to break the Cove- 


nant, for nomancan be ſaid to break 


that Law under which he is not, and 


.oAnſw. I anſwer , cvery Bckever 
-has a doable being or Rnnding » and 
Ao. chere may be pur ppon bim a double 


£1, {Furſt , be may-be confidered as 


-oon Chriſt ; 


and foitis rrue, he-is un- 


for ſinful diſtrattFions. 3X 
2nd not uuder the Law , nor the Cove-. - 
nant of works; and hence not being, _ 
under the Law ,. nor bouyd ro keep: 
It as a cuyenant of life ( iho' it be *a- 
rule of life) no fin can condemn_himy- 
there being no condemnation to them 
that arc in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8.1.Butas-- 
Chriſt is above condemnation,and, law; 
and death,and curſe, ſo is he. And this. 
truly underſtqod, is the foundatiori oha 
Chriſtians joy aid peace;and glory exc-. 
ry day; yetſo,astho' fin doth nor con- 
demn him, yet he has pood reaſonto- 
fay, it is mercy, and meer mercy,Lotd, 
that I am not conſumed , that I am 
condemaued. For fin is the ſame;nay 
grace and Gods love agpravates fin ; 
for to fin againſt the law;"deferves - 
dcath without recovery ; but to fra 
whe grace has received me, andlo- - 
ved ine; when' the blood ef Chriſt bs - 
been ſhed abundantly , to deliver me 
from fin; Oh this makes the moſt ſe- 
cret filent fin a crying ene ! - So that 
if you do conſider this well , you 
may fee what little cauſe there is to 
have your heart niſig againſt che dee- 
peſt humilation for the leaſt-htn, tho? 
S.-1 . - - -- ny 


- and 
- an 


BIT tOrn-in- pic- 
j 
| 


=_ to tear him ww picces, butfrom-. 
OMBIPOtcnt POWeET- , and m 
and grace of his God, thar manuelt's. 


 demn 2 Chriflizn, as he is conſidered ; 


ia Chriſt; yet , Þes or be cauſe 10 
conuteſs and wonder , and {lay s Lord, 
Ir is ithy mecr grace and mercy -thar 
it is nor fo? twiich is the aft ofhu- 
ly come emo} and why? nor becauſe 
Gods grace purs any -lefs cvil io fin, 
bur becauſe it is weesly- grace that 
k-ceps it from ſpitting chat venom 
which otherwaſ it | 

Secondly, A Chnftian may-be con- 
G icicd in refpeRt of his narural being - 
in þi-.. cif, awd thus he is ever under + 


for fonful Diftraifion. 2F 
fied , quickned) are the childcen of 
wrath 2s well as others, - And ' thus 
afrer the -leaft iovolun:tary accidenrat 
fin, you may cafily ſee what cauſe you 
have to he- dowa deeply humbled , 
mourning ander the ſcarcnce of death, 
and Gods cicraal curſe, as a condemne 
man going to cxccution, to feel that 
fire that ſhall zever go oetlooking upon 
your fclr as yourare in your ſelf, 2 for- 
torn caſt-away crery moment: and chiy | 
truly guderftood-1s the foundarion- ofa 
Chnſtans forow, frame, and con- 
fuſion of face, fcif-loathing, felf-for- 
gerring, felf-forfaking, and condem- 
Bing day : and ( believe it Sir ) 
It is no {mall Pixce of :a Chriſtians | 
sEHl and work, to pur a difference 
bervecen hamfcif and himſelf, bimſclt 
as -he 25 in-Canit, and fo ro joy and 
triumph , and hamfclf as he is grow- 
ing-on his firſt rootand ſotoforrovy, 
and loath , and condemn brimſclt : 
fo char{co wind char | have ſaid } 
Icok upon your {cif as in Chriſt, you 
may fay theſe involuaary infirmitics 
do nertgſhall nor,condemo me. 
But Locd it-is grace, Grace: that 1tis 
= SITE 


" ia Of being Humbled” 
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'burwhcn the Lord re 


not fo, 2nd this is Evangelical hamilia- 


| _ - tron, Look again upon your ſ{clf, as. 


you ſtand on your own botrom, and 
hve in your ewn nature, and fo yoo 
may- ſay after the leaft infirmity , I 
have . vow- broken a moſt holy and 
Bghtcous .Law » and rhercefore I am 
alccady condemned : Q woe is me; . 
L.have alrcady. undone my ſelf by. 
mine iniquity : and this is Legal bu- 
miliaction, which ſerves for mortifica- 
Hon, as the firſt for viſicatioa. I know 


_ it. is very difficult to bring the hearr 
© wiedg frecly it deferves death - 
afrer ſo ſmall an iovolunrary offence; 


veals rwo things, 
Firſt, kimſclf in his glory, Secondly, 


how che leaft fin ftrikes him: I per- 
 - fwade my (elf rhe vileſt heart cannor 


bart be forced ro confeſs how jaſt God 
fhoald ben bis fcrereſt proceedings . 
avainſt him. And withal coafidec , 
the more involuntary any fin is, the 
mare ſtrong and natural it is, and the 
mote” aatural, the more horrible ; as 


en bes dclbberatthich, who fomcimes 
F- ficalsz and th!;c:occ { good Sir) take 


——_— 


for ſinful Diftrattions. 25 
heed of looking-no deeper , nor fec- 
ing no further than the bare af; and 


unvoluntarineſs and acadcarainefs, 2nd 
ſaddenneſs of your infirmiries - for if . 


you do, you look dr ps ] 
end of the glaſs, and | 
T 2 very. 


ſo: ſmall, hn you will 
tough work to bring your kearrcon- 
ſcatively ro fay. (if 1 may Gay and ufe- 
your own phraſe) Ir is thy mercy Lord” 
that 1 am not conſumed | ner > Ig 
look upon them as indeed they ar 
in reſpe&t-of that infiane glory, you -1 
ſtrike. icing the greareſt muſchiefs> to * 
God by ds, and(which makes chem. 
the viler) as they arc fo » you” 
cannot remove them ; and fo . 
as chat it is natural to you te commir 

them, 8&c, And you will not . 


( through grace) find ſack thoughes - 
haynt Ihe =p not bur ag +4 


be ( haply)riſing and; 
25 fac 51 
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ver alway vczing and pz 


Satans grqund Ruan. gfaÞ; 
minds of G Gods. [aur 
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| his ſuggeſting remprations- th= 


would know if the word Father |, as 
in the Lords Praycr)- inclades-nor the 


i |. . fame God which ties ander thar rela- 
|} tire property of. Father, is the Game 
1 Go4 with the God-head of th=.Son , 
! | and he God-hcad of the holy Ghoſt, 
ko DEAE Sn. þ 


heart is Chriſts' peculiar poſſeſſion and 
purchafe ; and i he ſhall fill chere 
ofter to come in and vex-you , and 
prevail againſt you, and ro ledge his 
foggeſtions this or anyorher way with 


you, you have Law and Chriſt oe your 
fide, by this litcle light now given you, 
| -to caſt him our. 


Qzeſt.z. Fhe third thing chatrroubles 
you, is thediſ-ranking of che Perſoasin 
the Trinity,tor tho' you think rhe holy 
Ghoſt is God , yer you have nor fo 
high a repute of him , as of the Fa- 
ther and the Son, . becauſe the Son ad- 


- drefſcth himſelf to God rhe Father in 


all his prayers fotos mmm ru 
in a more immediate manner un- 


to the holy Ghoſt, and therefore you 


Unity in Trinity. - 


 Tothis briefly con 
1. 'Witheur all: queltion 2 


ſider three things. 
the 
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of. the Holy Trinity, 27” 
; + There bcing notthree Gods? and there- 
fore the God-head of the Son and Spi- 
rit, are not-excluded , bur'included 
| it: the God-head of the Father, when 
we look . upon the Father as God, _ 
4 in the Lords Prayer, or any where elſe. 
| 2.-But ſecondly, "> Father as Fa- 
'*. . ther, is-never taken for the' fame ho- 
| ly Ghoſt in :Scriprttre, nor the Son as + 
j 


Son, is raken for the Father, nor the ' 
holy Ghoſt as holy Ghoſt , 1s art any: 
time taken for the Son : Foritis a 
rule in Theolopie, tho' theres [ubſtrata; 
the thing that lies under the Rela- - 
tive property ( viz.the God-head) of 
| every perſan , be common and. com- 
; municated ', - yet the:fame God-head 
- confidered as clothed with his Relay - 
tive property (as Father, Son. and Spirit) - 
: it is not common, bur peculiar. For - 
the God-head of the Father as Father, 
is not the God-head of the Son as'Son;; + 
3+ Henceit follows, that when Chriſt - 
addrefſeth himſelf 'co the Father as Fa. 
ther in Scripture, -it is not: becauſe hy | 
1s cither adiverſe or greater Got rhag 
the-holy Ghoſt, but it is for rwo. 4. 
_ ther reaſons. -  B 6+... 1.13. 
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7: to be chicfly-there ,_ and not agaialt - 


&: third Perſon, And this chethird main- ; 


|: God. che-Father receiving to our ap-- 


” 28 Of conceiving erig 
3 _x.BecauſerheFather asFather, - - =w | 
primarily the wrong that Gu did againſt - 
his work of creation; for theFathesbcing: - 
thefirſt perſon in order & creation, the 
HG reaſon aft { as eleftion-and re- 
robation were the beſt immanent ) 
ence this work is attributed chiefly. 
to God Vee Father, in reſpe@ of our 
orderly apprehenfion; and-hence man 
3 finning then when he was only made, - 
If; rhis is chicfly' attribured to beagaink-- 
tf the Father, becauſe his work ippearcd - 


- u*% 


: the Son, for his work chicfl 


\*, in rederwption , he being t=e ſecond 
.' Perfon,.and- this the ſecond main and 
j.** wonderful work , neither -the 

::> Holy Ghoſt, for big work y ap- 


| fi pears to us in application, Es the - 


*/_ a& thar cycr God will do , or ſhow. 
forth r@ the world in this life: hence , 


ay af 


$f, prebevſion;, the | 
| v t 15 ro be = | 


Ko; pop Perſon 


Of the Holy 7 Trinity, 
becanſe he.rame 1nto the world by Ns 
dearth , and tarerceflion , and Brom 
cries ro farisfic God the Father, and . 
not God the holy Ghoſt as a thizid 
qwoegs have | it is ſaid, 1Johnz. 
1,2. If-exy-fim, we have: an Advocate-- 
with are the Father 5 © not God rite p 
boly Ghoſt) becagſe h=. was ( to our 
appreheatrom ) the Perſon wrong:d : 
. and hence we are, after ſins commit- 
ted, chicfly ro eye the Father tn our. 
prayers, and to po to him for pardon 
wirh our advocate with us , becauſe. 
tor whom offcace is chicfly. offered , 
from him chiefly; pardon and recon- 
| ciliation is ro be expected. - 

j 2- ThereforeChriſt adtrefſeth hint. 

5 Kelf chicfly- in his prayers ro God the - - * 
- þ Earher, becanſe he is the original and 


De ren 5 favs he is the- -  - 
-Kn"vrder of fubſiſtiog,and * . 


Es in the manner of con- 


7 the God-head is the: 
4 —_- - but eonfider the - 
__—_ another,: and:{o the -- 
the firſt ; in operation, as i 
he Hhly Ghoſt i is ths laſt 1m conſum-. - 


mation; 2 Bo: comes. from: the-- 


ud 


30 Of cone 
£2. 7 nog 2. 
by the holy Ghoſt. þ =, ace in all 
our prayers. we: are to -look for all. 
good from the Father, for his Sons 
ſake, to be conveyed us by the.-holy 
Ghoſt : and how it is faid , Fobn 6. 
10. No man comes to me but whon: the 
Father draws: Why? Ic is the imme- 
diate office and workof the holy.Ghoſt - * 
tx draw and apply theſoul unto Chriſt, | 
why then is it faid , Unleſs the Father 
bw ? The reaſon is , becauſe..thac 
which was perfected and couſurmma- | 
ted by the toly Ghoſt, was.-inteutio- | 
nally and by_ way of purpoſe and de» | 
cree begun eagnoty_ by by the Father; * 
&.this is that which Chrifts words have ]. 
chiefly reference unto (wz.)rthe Father ; 
| through theSon by the holy Ghoſt qraws | 
But 1 have wadedroo far in this Di- 
 vinity », the clear knowledg ot which 
is reſerved for us. in heaven: But thus 
 much' to: ſatisfie-you.. Yer the word P 
Farther *in the Lords Prayer , I con- © 
ceive. under. corretion, as. it doth not' 
exclude any perſon of the God-head; 
__#eits chiefly fer down'there-,/ por: (6. | 
EY dro deneee. the -Pecſouefohyie 


a 


| 
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Of tht Holy Trinity. 3*t 
cher, as the on of God as a Fa- 
ther to us-his Soorby Chriſt , which 
we arc to bclicve in our firſt approa- 
chiog to our prayers, tobe as,nay to- 


rranſcend rhe affeftion of an; Father to- 


his Son : when we come to call uporr 
him- for thoſe fax things which the Pe- 
tirions ſer down for rhoſe three ends, 
Kingdom, Power, and Glory , which 
the Prayer concludes withal. 

Queſt. 4. Your fourth trouble is-your | 
apine(s to go ro God immediately , c-: 
ſpecially when: his graces are moſtſtri- 
ving in-his ordinances , contrary to 
that of Chriſt, Ye believe in- God, be- 
lieve alſo imme. 

oAnſw. So indeed it is uſual for re- 
lipious nature often co out-run and - 
ger the ſtarr of grace; as-it a S 


/  1n many other , ſo in this calc you 


pur ; look as it &- with every-man 
when-God awakens - him effeftually , 

co his kirchin- phyſick 
cit by ls dacics, praying, 
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32 immediately 
nateral to every Son-and branch of-' 
that root, to feek to ſave-himſelf by-- 
doing as well as he can, or as God . 
gives him the ſtrength and STace. 
So It 15 here. It was natural toc Adam 
to depend upon, and go to God im- 
mediarcly , as a creature to a Crea- 
tor , as a Son to go nakedly to Ged-- 
2S 2 Father:Chriſt was not then known | 

zoe {cen: fo itis natural to every man . 
a rectified Nature is ſticred up,to 
go immediately to God. It is grace 1 
in the- ſecond Covenant that reveals and 
deawsto Jefus Chriſt, and to God by:.. 
Chriſt, Heb,7. 2 5 
For cure of his diſtemper , ponder 
but theſc three things. . 

x. Clearly convince the ſoul that the - 
immortal, invifible , and moſt holy | 
God, that dwelleth in an unapproach--- 
ablc lighr , has (cr our himſelf te be 
ſeen , or made himſelf only viſible *- 
w- fas Chriſt, ſo that. he would have 
mae man look upon him any other + 
ways » then as he has. revealed him- 
{elf in his Son : In whom (rho' in all * 
ether creatures his veſtigia and foot-,- 
Gees are to be Fn a he sGodghe. 
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face of 1% Is ._ Bi ſeen, which ao 
creature is able to behold, bur there, 
being the brightneſs of this glory , and- 
the expreſs Image of his Pecſon, Heb. 
| T1. 3. And as he 15 man , the very 
| heart of God, both 1a reſpeR of ab- 
 fection, and will to be ſecn; So that 
; mn and through Jeſus Chriſt, elpecial- 
|. ly his human. nature, the glory 
of the great God breaks. our like 
| the Sun through the clonds - moit- 
brightly , in-reſpe&-of us, aud there- 
| fore in and through his. haman- na- 
| tare we are ouly-to behold God, in - 
! whom all that a Chriſtian dcfires ro 
' KFknow , is to be ſeen , which is the 

face and-heart of ſo dear a friend. 2- 
Cor..4.6.70þ.14.9,10. For we know 
| bytoolamentableexperience, how the 
{ Whole world vaniſhiog io their ſmoaky - 
j++ thoughrs ofthe glory of God, as he 1s . 
_ conſidered in himſelf; and not able to - 
 Concetve or rttain the knowledg of hum 
did hence itivent and ſer up Images - 
as fit. objects for their drunken ſtap- 
gering underftanding to faſten upen , 
& tobe limited with,and hence adored 
Gad before cheſe, (as our Popiſh Hype- 
- CLIiES - 


Fl:  þ going to God 
crites do before the Altar) and in theſe 
and ar thefe., as Papiſts do in-reſpeA 
of ther Imapes. Hence the Lord to 
care this inveterate natural watady; has 
im the ſccaad Perſon, unked himiclfro 
man Chriſt 'Jefiis, through whom we 
arc both able ro or everlaſting-won- 
dermxnt ro fee him :, - and allo here 
bound vnly ro behold him , who as 
he 2 a & handl= for-our faith ;- fo he 
is a fir object for our weak minds to 
behold the glory of rhe moſt high God 
in. Where then do you offer to 
go emo God without Chriſt, when- 
dre © net fo much as to look 
Bpon » bar as he appears in Chriſt 
Is not the human mf che- Lord 
Jeſas more cafic to be ſecn and con- 
ceived of | than the inviſible unlimi- 
red ereraal God-head. 

2- Secondly, Sec cvidemly that 
there is not any dram or drop of God 
pecially in Gods ordinan- 


you have, ef; 


| 


+. 


ces, bar it iffues from the blood, and 1 


- 


. ts purchaſed by the interceſhon , and 


fos Chriſt. Epbeſ. 1.7. Hebr, 7. 25- 


. 
' 


delivered amo you by the hane of Je- 


. 
l 


 Joln 5.22, You ſhould never have + 


heard-. » 


tl 


| Haas, Fobu3.; js 


l mor ie Son x al! the three Perfcas - 
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cd , A. TI piles could - : 
never have relieved my dead, bloody , 
periſhing loſt Soul , had it not been 
for leſs Chriſt, whoſe Spirit, power, - * 
grace, comforr, preſ:nce, ſweetneſs, 
tafte,driak, and am farisfied abundantly- 
with, and now do- enjoy. 

Oh Sir , methinks the ſad medita- 
tion-of this, ſhould make you in all 
Gods ordinances , . where you are apt ©: 
to ſay you go immediately to God,to - 
baſten ſuddenly in your thoughts , af> 
feftions, praiſes, to Jeſus Chriſt. Nay, - 
mechinks you fitould ſpeedily have - 
your heart clcvated and lifted up to. 
kfus Chnft, aud fay,. I receive this , 
and tafte this from Jeſus Chriſt. Oh, 
but this ts buta taſte ofthe hony-comb- 
with te cnd of my nod , and if this - 
preſcnce of Chriſt's Spirit I fecl now- * 
be {o fweer, what is bimſelf chen ? k 

3-Thir#y, Labour for increaſe of love--« 
& famuiſiar:rywithjeſusChriſt,by taking - 
notice of him, by coming often to him, 
by mufing daily on his love,ason a freſh - | 
thing, by b2uiſhiog (laviſh falſe fears of - . 
his forgerfuineſs of you, and want ofc-. 
verlaſting love rowards you: andihen - 

JWU- ; 
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Þ you know love will carry you ſpeedily 
ro him: amor meus pondus meum: nays 
ij grant that you have been aftranger to 
Chriſt, yec reſtore the love of Chriſt 
| rolifc again: in your Soul, and when 
| -you come to..his ordinances, - where he 
dwells ,- your Soul will make its firſt 
enquiry for him , - neither will it be 
farisfied rill it has ſeen him, as we do 
-them we love , towards whem -we 
- have been greateſt ſtrangers. 

Queſt. 5. Your fifth rrouble is, you 
know not how to apply abſolute pro- 
miſes to your ſ{elf,as in Heb. 8.becauſe 
they are made indefinitely without con 
diction. Conditional promiſes you ſay 
you can, if. you can find the qualifica- 
tion that gives.you right to the. good 
of the promiſe within you. 

cAnſw. This oſefal fruicful que- 
tion, how to apply abſolute promi- 
ſes to ones particular , deſerves a lar- 
ger time and an{wer , than now in 
the midit of; perplexities,I am able,yer 
willing, to give. [For when the Lord 
-faith abſolutely without condition,that 
he will rake away the ſtony heart,and 
} ke will purihis fcar-.into his .peoples 

| —— x #0 


—_ 


0 


» Of 4pplying the 
' hearts » &c. and chelſc kind of pro- ; 
-. milzs are made to ſome, not to all,to | 


"thoſe only whom the Lord will, and ; 


at *to his pcople, Hereupon 


iQ gcncral 
the Souls of many Chriſtians - , elpe- F 


<a fuk queſtion Gods'love te- 
--v m, atc moſt in ſuſpence: and | 


-therefore when they complain of the. 
vilencfs of their hearrs & ſtrength of rhe 
HSwfſts , let any man tcHl chem that rhe F 
Lord has undercaken in the Second co- 
-yeaant, - to heal their backſlidings and F- 
to fatjdue: their tniquittes , they wi 
hercupon reply , it is true , he has 
promiſed. indeed ro Yo thus for ſome 
abfoloccly, tho' they Have no good in 
them” but I char feel'fo vilea heart. 
fo rebellious a nature, will he do this 
for me, or-no? ani thus the Soul 
-HFoars abore wartersyerfears itſhall fol. 
2r lf, notwithſtanding all that Got 
has aid. L will anſwer rherefore brief 
theſe rwo things in-general. . 5 
- 1. hall ſhew-you: ro what end; 
-and for - what uſc and purpoſe Go 
has made abſolure pramifes, not of 
3y-t0 them thac be .for rhe preſent | 


peosle, bat 'to them thar in xeſpeQY » 
ES . 4 ; | 


"4 


"_ : mn 
Av[dlute: Promiſes. . 3y- 
- their eſtates and condition are not; * ©. 
2, '1- ſhall ſhew.. you how eyery 
Chiftian 4s ro make uſe-of them, and 
how and-wherrhe ought wapply them. 
For the ficlt of theſe. x1. | 
- I. Firſt, I conceive, that as-inrefpe@ 
of God himſelf, rhere-are many. ends 
| which I (hall not mention , a&-being 
needleſs; fo in reſpe& of. man , there 
are principally theſt two cnds for which 
_ the Lord has- made. abſolute promi- 
= Mm. EIT SON, 
1. 'To raiſe. vp. the-Sonlt. of a help- 
leſs,fints], curſed, loſt nnerin big own 
eycs, to ſome hopc( arleaſt ) of mercy 
and help from the Lord, - For thus uſu- 
ally every mans Soul is . wrought, to 
* whom-the Lord doth intend-grace and 
Y mercy: he: ficſt turns his cycs inward, 
- and makey him to ſee he 18ftark naught, 
Y and that he has nor- one dram of grace 
in him, who thought bimſelf rich, aod 
wanting nothing before , and couſe-. 
quently, that he is under the; curſe and - 
wrath of God for the prefent., and that 
if the Lord (hauld bur ſtop. is breath, 
and cover his face, -and-take him away, 
W which -he may cafily:do, tans 
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gthe 
& undon” fore- 
kened & 


hag = 
\ 


before, Pra? Y 
| x, 
"& tO Amend it ſelf of eve” 
ing ir ſelf to.-groOW WOIIS | 
ceiving thereby chat * 
he dot F cleanſe the pud- 
g of narure 


dlc,and chat 
tharhe muft be- 
| " Leve,and 


upoo be 15 
F all his h A 3 


and 0 

Jo5wn Ke 2 de Wy 
leſs,and ſorrowtu :nks rhere 15H. 
© death and hell» &the Wrar 

;d to be expected- And 
*<1-rhis Soul of' God! 

ity ro finners» -L; faith he 3 
he is even :nfigitety merry 

who arercent from thei fans 

n believe, But thar*l cann 
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do; & am fare ſhall never be able for co 
do,& therefore what cauſc havel bur to 
liedownin my ſorrow, & to expect my 
 faral ftrokeevery moment? Reply 
apo this Soul;8 cl! him , that. tho*he 
TE believe,or looſen his heart from 
tharrhe Lord has promiſed todo 

ay he will ſubdue all his iniqui 
d and he will pardon all his fin, and 
Thar he wall _ — ——— in his 
ways, &c. True,  laith the Soul again, 
| he will do thus for. his own. people , 
ani forchem he has choſen, bur-I nc- 
_ vcr had dram of grace in my heart, 
and rhcre is-no evidence that. the Lord : 
& mm OWN, or that I am his: Here 
again the Soul lies dowa-, * until the 
Lard diſcovers to the Soul that he wiH 
do theſe chings for ſome that have ns 
grace, or never had prace; -for theſe 

promiſes were made to ſuch. 

Herewpoa che Soul thipks thus:theſe 
are made for ſome thar are 
K fidthy; for why ſhould God poy clean. 
lf S$warcr epoa them?for ſome chars hard- 
Wheancd , for why ſhould he'promiſe re. 
$ ——_ the fFony heart from them? - 
ſome fuch , and I 
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{Ing ſuch a one , why may not the. 
bs * Lord poſſibly. intend and include me, 

|_ ((ecing he has nor-by his promiſe cx- 
cluded ner-ſhot me out-? Jadeed [ 

. dare nor ſay he will, but yet how do 
I, or men, or Angels know, but yet 
Tt may be one? Herenpon Hope is rat- {| 
icd.ro life again ; ſceing God has un- 

. dertaken the work for the-vileſt, it is 
poſhble he may do it. for me , now 
. when 1 am vile and can do nothing | 
for my (lf. - And thus you may ſce | 
the firſt end and uſe of abſolute pro- 
' miles; to be as it were, twipps to 
_" vpbold the finking Spirits of hopeleſs, 
: he!pie(s,diſtreſſed Souls. 
2. The Second endand Uſe of them ;| 
' 1s this. To creare anddiaw out faith 
.1n Jeſus Chriſtin the. promiſes. - Far 
.as the Law begers terror , fo the pro- 
miſes b-get Faith. Now no conditio- 
nal promiſe Arſtly begers Faith , be- 
cauſe be that is under any condition 
|| of theGoſpel, in that man there isa pre- p 
{ ſuppoſe faith. Its Godsabſolute pro-$,* 
b miſe rhar firſtly begers -faith ; for? 
Faith is not aflurance , but the com- b 
ing of the whole Soul to Chriſt ina" 
;promile,Fobns.35. Andthen the Saul 


a -- 


OO ERIE ARo——_ "7 WY 
.M 


ſ 
ta 
FC 
'p 
J'! 
Zto 
if 


of | 
5 


Abſolute Promiſe. 43 
 befieves in Chriſt, when 1t comes to 
- Chriſt : now this God works in the Go- 
+ ſpel. 1. The Soul is raiſed up by hope, 
And: being raiſed , it Secondly comes 
to Chriſt, which is-faith, by vehe- 
{ ment unutterable defire. And being 
z ceme to him, it-3. Enmibraceth Chriſt 
by love, and thus the match is made, 
and the everlaſting knot is tied. : 
Now as you have heard, the abſo- 
| lure promiſe works hope of relief 
} from Chriſt: and if it works hope, ic 
alſo works a defire , or coming to 
+ Chriſt Ly defire. Oh! that thou Lord - 
wouldft honour thy grace, thy power, 
| thy love, thy promiſe, in helping we 
| þ a poor caft-away., And thus faith js 
. | created (as It were ) by this abſolute 
_ | promiſe: for it cannot but move the 
_{bcart ofany one thatever felt his wane, 
.. yo cry mightily ro the-Lord for help, 
a $f he has any hope , ſecing*the Lord 
. $©as promiſed to do it for ſome. Oh 
Faith the Soul, that thou wouldſt&o it . 
_ wor me: And ſurely, were it not for 
Bhs ablſoJute promiſe of God, 'no Soul 
Would defire, becauſe he would have 
182 hope to be ſaved;or te ſeek foravy 
C.2 Thing 


God . : 
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veral Legacies of the promiſe bougbr by: 
che blood, & ſcaled by the ſame blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt, thar they may and ſhall 
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be made unto him that is ctcar. 
2. Sccondly, If he be in Covenan, - 
and knows it not; and queſtions hence - 
whether God is has oc not, and-conſe- 
quently , wherher che promiſes belong: * 
unto him: then therule is to be obfcr- 
ved , let him fo fac aad feek for the” 
good of the abſolme promiſe , until by- 
reflefting upon his own a&s , herein- 
he perceive humſclf adorncd and dignt-- 
fed with the qualification of ſome con- 
ditional promiſe , and then if he can” 
gnd the condition or qualification with- 
in himſelf,thea as you judge and write, .. 
he may conclade, thar the conditional + 
promiſe ro him, &-if one pro- 
miſe,rhen all G miſes,:and there- - 
fore char abſolurepromiſ-sarc his own, - 
— mp at leaſt onccondioanal promiſe 8 _ 
Or no uarcgeacrate man is within the ' 
compaſs of any onc coaduoual promite 
of grace, nule{s you will fay he is, under - 
the everlaſting love of God,the promi- 


; ſcsof grace being bur the mid-way be- 
| tween the- eternal purpoſe and d:eree 
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of love, and the glorious certain ex2- 
cution of that love in time. Thepro- - 
miſe being the break day of Gods ' 
.moft glorious love, which muſt {hize 
Out intime, _ | 
Object. Bur here you will ſay is the | 
difficulty, viz. how I ſhould fo ſeek j 
for the good of abſolmee promiſes, as: 
©; therein ro find my ſelf within the com- *? 
DM paſs of ſome conditional one. By 
%S I an{wer, Icis dene chiefly by three” 
acts. . 
1. By. being humbly contented, har | 
ſeeing the. Lord has abſolntelypromi- + 
ſed, to work and do all fer the Soul ; 
he imcnds: for ro fave , even when it 
can do nothing for ir ſelf, and that + 
he has taken the work into his own: 
| hands; ſo that it is his promiſc,, of- | 
$ fer, office and honour ro doall, that; 
, | therefore you lic down, no: fluggiſh- - 
$ ly, but kumbly art the feer of God: ,.: 
and contented to haye him to be your® 


$& + - 
” [ 
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; - God, and for ever to be diſpoſed af; 
| * Ju any.thing by God, if he will ful-, 
| RI his covenant in you, contented to: 


"part with any fin , it he will read it+ 
# from,you;conteuted co know any truth,.: 

Cs | if 
'þ 
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if he will revcal-it to you ; contented 
to do any duty; if be will caable youz. 
contented to ſhine bright with all 


and maintain them in you ; contented - 
to bear any evil, if be wilHay his-hand- 


under your head, and cherepnro ftrevg- 
then you; aud fo fecing che Lord pro- 


miſed to undertake the work for ſome, 
put out the work, and-put over your: 
Soul to him, that he would fulfil che. 
200d that his covenant pro niſeth 11: 
your ſelf. New when you do thus,: 
which. (no queſhon} you and many a- 
Soul doth , many rimes reflect-upou- 


' this act, and ſee if you canacr or may 


not find your ſclf by it ander the con- 
d:tion of ſome conditional promiſe, - 


: and if you do, then are you bound ro 


bclieve all Gods promilcs are and will 
be Yea and Amen unto you. Now 
that you doſo by this 2, ir (elf ſpeaks» 
plaialy; for how many conditional pro- 
miſes are made to the meek ? Bleſſed:: 


. are the mech, Mat F.aud jorhe ham- 
| ble, whom God will raiſe vp, For 
- thisis not ſaving meckoeſs, robe quiec- 


OE - 


” = _ 
oY ro of ping do , or -to-- 


<Adugres thing that the Lord will have: ; 
Mme fol mioe own ſtrength and feele | 
ng 3 bur 16 be, to do, or to beara- |: 
&y-rhing that the Lord will have me _ 
it-the: Lord cnable me. Many a ſtour:- : 
heart would gladly have Chriſt , =] 
3Ehe cannot have him in his own terms, . ; 

: 

: 


© as 


viz. Chriſt and his I” » Chriſt and-; 
his own ſtrength 


the world too,..or b 
and power; he willhave nonc. of him, : 
- but clperaely ealts bim away, and: 
fairh » what fhall 1 look after him a-: .; 
py more ? I cagnnot pray , I cannot 7 
hclieve, I cannor break this vile and .i 
unruly will,. this ſtony adamant hcarr, | 
thus 3 pride of a mans heart works. .* 
_— ODT meckned and hum-- 
| o he. is.comented glad to haves 
God his God , and Chrift his Re- 7 
deemer, and that _= Fſvs Chriſt , 
\. whis own terms. on-:his own: 
| Covenant 3 now what is that? whyit | 
| 1s this, I will girc you the good, and-: 
work 1 10 —__ condition to; Iwill.* 
give ou my -felf, and therefore wills; 
not. Kick ro give you an cyc to [ce , 


aud a heart ra ceccrve roo This is the-1 
CO»:;,% 


CE with me, oh: 


: long and come to Chriſt, to C 4av+ * 
by” unto 
S dept | 

| thoſc abſolate promiſes to you , fee: - 


Abſolute Promiſes, - x5" 
covenanc ; now hereupon a humbled 
Soul accepts of Chrift according to his - 
covenaut , on his own rerms thus , . 
viz, Upon that condition Lerd, that 
thou wilt humble me, teach me, per-- 
ſwade me; cauſe me to belteve', and” 
in-every thing to honour thee; Lord:, 
I am contented pladly and joyftully-ro 


have thee; do therefore what thou _ 


wilt with me. Juſt as aſick man tells 
his Phyfician, who comes not tobim _. 
on theſe terms, If you will make your-- - 
felf half whiole, then I will cure you, . 
and do the reft for you ; but being 
utterly unable to cure, or to know. 
bow ro cure himſelf, here}ls bis Phy- 

fician , I am content you fthould be-* 
vin and perfe& the cure. , and fo ho- + 


"* nour your kill and love: in me, tobe --- 
| contented to'take any thivg if you will 


giveir me, andif I offer to reſiſt that, - 


* 
- 


2. The fecond a&'s, earneſt] "I - 


as Chriſt by fervent and ar. 


— 
"0 > —- | , . 
: PF . 


Fo. Of A pplying the 


ing that they are made io ſome, and 


that they do not exclude you ; for 


when you ponder well , and . ſce 
what wonderful great things the Lord - 


promiſeth to ſome, whoſe beartcan- 
not but be ſtirred up to fay , as that 
worman 1n another caſe, Lord, 
me of that. water to drink? - and as 


grve -{ 


they in the fifch of John, Lord ever- 


more give-us that -bread, Now doi 
this, refle& upon this Second aRt,an 


_—_ 
- 
pf g 


ſee if unto it no canditional promiſe 


+ belongs , and you ſhall find an affit- 
marive anſwer from the word. For - 
what is this longiog aftes the good, - 


not of.ſome ( which many . hypo- 


crites do )..bar of all the promiſes, bur | 


that which the Scripture calls thirſt- - 


Ig, who are commanded to come Or - 


drank of the waters of life freely , Iſa. 


<5, 1, 2.: and hungring, to which all. 
good things are qomam—yrrngege ng 
P 


which coming to Chriſt ( as I 


ake e- - 
ven-naw) who has given this as the firſt ; 


fruit of{.eternal cletien , and which - 


kind of-people he will never caſt away, 


Fobn-6. 37-. Now-when you-ſfce theſe-; | 
promiſlcs belongiag unto you 3 wt 
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darc you uot conclude bur that zl theſe - 
abſolue ooes arc yours alfo. 
- gy may ems fuch good 
wor gn oy Foe: | : 


how mack 


up , and wait apcn the R 

of all known means, — bs 
good whar he bath promiſed t do, 
29 beggars that have bur onc door ro 
go to for bread, if none her, or 
hearing b:p nor, Ly themfchees down 
ar the door, and fay, 1 will wanhere, 
I am ſacc I periſh if- 


paſhons 
ar om. 
the good  Promiles 
2 fears, and diſconrears , ordcfpair, or 
, Gs away, and {wth anc of theſe rw. 
k : "A. "46 = : 


"haz they ſhall. Ic may be you will 
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things , cither I ſhall never have help, 
ac I come not truly, and hence feel | 
ne help. Oh remember that breadis 
oaly to be had at the. door, to be di-. 
firibaced when the Lord ſeerh need, nor. 
when we would ., or think we have 
need, and therefore wait here and ſay, 
#T periſh here, I wil, at the feer of - 
God, and at the. fcet of the promiſes - 
and covenant of God,8&c. 
Now refic& upon this a@t;: and ce - 


yn uy not find ſome. conditio-- 


— unto it, whach- 
farcly you may, and' I wil nameyor . 
bat rwo-,: Iſa. 40. 293 30, 31. & Iſs. | 
64. 4-:and-if the condftional promiſe - 
te ſuch.a Soul , you-may 
caflly conclude the abfolute promiſes 
Arc Jour OWn, and the chicteſt uſe you -þ 
are- temake- of them when you know 
them that they are your own,isto prets - 
Gadd ro make. them good dailyrto you:: 
and.co bclicve as verily and really, -as 
F pas had-che performance ofthem., 


i& me, how ſhall 1 know whether L 
have theſe conditions truly in me? T 
aafwer; fincerity. is a very yritacffing 


RE LEE 


Abſolute Promiſes 53 .. 
grace, the frequent micditation of :h= 
Senpture will give you muck heat , 
r2 judge of the finceriry of rhem, and 
that which Saint Payl ſpeaks, x Cor. 
z.-1z. I {ay unto you, Febeve at re- 
caved the ſpirit of the World, bt of 
Gad, whereby we know, ( or may know 
the things that are freely given ta-as of 


neous 4 
3-. Thirdly,If he be out - ©O- - 
+ venant, bur yet God: begins. to work 


with fomec common work of his | 
gpIn hum: all that I would ſay zo ham, . 
and all the uſe he can makeof fuck ab- - 
folate promilſcs, conſiſts in theſe thanps.. 
x. Let him conſider the freencfs of - 
Gad's promiſe, whereby he may be flir— 
red up to conceive ſome hope it may be 
made geod to him in time. For thepro- - 
maſe is very free & large,cxclading none * 
except thoſe that fin unpardomably ) - 
be their fins and natures never fo wilg- - 
before God, and. yer net including 2- 
ay by name,. for that is in the condi- 
= te makethicnſc of it, who knows - 
bur the Lord may bare picy wpobme- 
: Ume-; and fo hang Spc epull - 
ham. . C7 2 Lea” 
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55 Of Unvillingueſ- 
2. MM. conſider the yr 2nd 
p=ce ofGods promiſc bought by blood, 
z=d for which ſome mcn would give 
z Sonfand worlds for the bcackr & 
cemince of ; and hereby raiſe up Fs - 
krzrr, as by the freeneſs of itro bope, 
£> by the price of it to citcem of ite 


me promiſed, above pearls, and all - 
- rand pomp of the world. 


poo fe,which is a plaiſter as big as has - - 
:-—c, paſt anfwerable ro all his wams, 
= z=@mcely morc largethan his wans 
SnZ facely theſe rhrce rhings will draw 
has Eecarr ro long for the promiſc,and 
them you know what is conditionally 
promiſed and begueathed ro them thas 
m=Z: For hmilitude is the ground of 
low=. Now when the fulncſs of the 
Promfe is f:zen , there will : 

fack 2 farcablencſs and ficneſs of the 


nanaie ro his ſoul , that he canner 
ber long for it,thus muck for rhe faith 
Tcabvic. 


Que#f Your fixth trouble ſer down 
= rwo heads , put into one for bre- 
»Iy, vez. fecrer urwillingneſs toſcek 
Gad in the ftridcft ſolemn ſervices D 


mw : a 


+ o_ 


,- 


ham confider the fulneſs of rke + 
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to ſeek God 35” 
before you enter into them ; weari- 
neſs of rhem while they laſt; and glad 
when they are gone:the reaſons which 
you mention are , partly fcar of nor 
 uhing them aright, together with me- - 
Lncholy, &laſtly,the ftrineſs of chem. - 
eAnſw. Ic is very true, there 1s abun- 
dance of wildoeſs m our hearts,which - 
naturally ſeek to have their liberty a- 
broad, and cannot endure to be pent- 
m-the narrow room of- holy perfor- 
mances, extraordinary dutics, &c. no - 
more than children can be pent wp from 
their play. And hence it is weary of 
them, and glad to think of their depar- 
rares and cnds. And truly itis onc of the - 
moſt grievous miſeries that a holy 
heart can feel, and I beſcech the Lord 
of heaven and carth to keep you, and 
me, and af! his for ever , while we 
are here in our valley, under the ſenſe 
of ſuch diſtempers as- our greateſt 
miſery. And-therefore me thought ir 
was a folemn ſweet ſpecch of an ho- 
neſt man to-his friend , who ſccing 
him oppreſſed with ſuch diftcmpers 
2-you mention, and perceiving him. 
to dcoop under them, he:came chear- 
x faly 


56 Of Unwillingneſi 
tully to' um, and ſuddenly laid unto 
him, 1 can tell you good news,the beſt -- 
that ever you heard,viz. Aſſoon as ever - 
you are in Heaven,you ſhall ſeryeChriſt-- 
without wearineſs : Which words wel 
thought on , revived the-man, Thar - 
which [ would ſpeak with as muchten- 
derneſs of compaſſion as I am able to - 
you, | refer to theſe things. 

1. Thata child of God 1s never uſually : 
weary ofthe duty, but ratherof his vile 

Fi hearr, to think of, & to look rpon, that - 
F:,. 1ntheduty Chriſt's yokeiseaſre,and by buy- | 
k . rhenlight,tohimthatrcakes it on his neck -: 
- and puts his Soul ander it. The duty na- f 
kedly confidered-in it ſelf, is glori- }. 
ousinhiseyes, and ſweet to his Soul, | 

and hence ſometimes never well , bur + 

when he confiders his dead , blind, þ 

barren: and ſenſeleFs heart that he is + 

to carry to. the duty,and that he fears, | 

and has felr will abide with him in- 
. the duty: Oh! this grieves, here the-: 

Soul pincheth. An Hypocrite is wea- 
ry of the duty, a child of God rejoy- 
ccth in ft, but he is weary ot his fin, 
and unſaveurineſs and wearineſs in the 

duty. . I perfwade my felf Sir, that you 
FE may- 


fo ſeek God. $7 
may foon miltake your ſpirit heream: 
you think you are uuwilling ro come 
to the duty; .and are weary ol it, whem- 
indeed, it is your glory,joy,and love; 
but it is b:zcauſe you fear you cam 
do it no better, that troubles yeu.ahat 
you have ſuch a vile heart in it. And 
xf your trouble be from henceg,the good. 
Lord increaſe ir in you daily;ar,d wah- 
al, bleſs the Lord, and ſay, Lord, tho” 
I am weary of my vile heart, intheſe 
daysof humiliation, in theſe Sabbarks, 
yet 1 hleſs:thee ; the days and dunes 
themſelves thou knoweſt are dear wa- 
bo me , Ir 1s not Lord becauſe I am 
weary of thy word, but becauſcl eam 
do.it no betrer , I am weary of my 
ſelf, and this vile heart; here is much 
love in ſuch: a ſpirit to the Lord. And - 
believe it, Str, your love wants not its 
recompences, and remember that the 
I.ord reſpets you not accordingtoy our 
duties done , but according to- 
love in.them,& tothem. And therefore -. 
thoſe duties you are aſhamed roewn, 
the Lord will not be aſhamed to crown. 
2. Conlider you muſt and ſhall be 
bated with theſe diftempers of bears, 
£ lome- 


' to do what you cannot 


F8 Strength of Graze, 
fomerimes more, aud ſome:imes leſs; 
as long as youlive, Iris partof Pauts 
boly of death which he muſt carry 
with him, tilt he come ro þury him- 
ſelf. 

3. Thoſe means which may help 
you to be freed from them ( a licrle 
ar Icaſt Jare theſe among many. . 

1. Be bur truly and really , not by 
firs aud darkly, ſenfible-of them, men. 
in deep miſerics, are-not unwilling to - 
bc hclped out. ed 

2. Judge ye not rigorouſly of God; - 
alcho*' he were a bloody auſtere God ,. 
25 he did of his maſter, whole talent he: 
hi4, and hence never improved it ; bur. 
look upon God as having a Fathers 
hearc and affection rowards you rnthe 
meanelt & greateſt performances; which * 
is double, either to give you ſtrengch * 
( 1 can do al 
things through Chriſt) 'or haviug ceme-: 
to him for 1t, to accept-of what yow? 
would do for him, as if 1t were done; + 
abd this will make you joy 1n the poo=; 
reſt performance,: chat tho' 1t be never's 
ſo full of vileaeſs , yer the Lord out 
of his fatherly love , accepts of it as' 
240T10US. _ 
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3. Renew mornivg and evening 
by fad and folemn mediation , the 
ſenſe of Gods love to you in Chrilt., 
ard in every duty that he fers you a- 
bout, and love will love and i:kethe 
yoke , and; make the commardmeuts 
rhat they ſhall not be grievous to 
YOu. | | 
Thus I have briefly done with your 
new troubles. which you menti- 
er, you fay., becauſe you may not 
have the like opporruaity of writing 
agayn. It may be fo, and therefore I 
have dcfired to fatisfie yon., which I: 
bele-ch the Lord himfelt ro do, 

Next you- come to reply to my firft + 
Leiter, of which I have kept no copy» 
as -I never did of any, and hence may 
and do forget whar 1 writ then un- 


to. So much ligh: as your Letter leads 
'. me to bring things to mind , I will 


I int oo A i end Ah. le 


pladiy take, and be morc-brict in an- 


Wa. 
Deſt 1. You find the ſtrength of 
grace to be gor in you ratker by ar- 
gumentation, then inward communi- 
cation and influence ariling from the 
U- 
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60 Of the Cure of 
union to Chriſt, And this troubles you; 
<Anfſw. To which I anſwers theſe: 
three things. | 
T. That as the old fipful- nature 1s 


4 
communicated from .Adem the firſt i} - 


es. us, without any argumentation ; fo 4 .. 
the new nature , which is the ſeed ,+ 
foundarion, and plot of all grace , is+ -; 
diffaſcd into us by 'the ſecond Adam 
when we are uniced to him , withour * 


| 

d NOUT * | 
argumentation, It is -only by - divine? _ 
tion. The Lord lcave not m* ,4 1 


Der any friend I hayc, roa naked Az- 


—_ ilamination . and : Perſwa-? 
2. Thar to the increaſe of thoſe ha- ; 
b'ts, and drawiug out the aas of the! 
n-w :crea:ure. , the Lord is plcaſcd to; 
of: moral-and rational perfwaſions; 255 
12 the inſtance you gave, Chrift dicey - 
for os, rhen heuce the love of Chnltt 
conftrains : - but remember withal , 
13-not the bare meditation, ar ftreagr 
of reaſon or perſwaſien , that clicuayj 
fach divine and noble as 1n the hea 
and affection , bur it is the blood « 
Chriſt ſprinkling theſe ſerious medat 
tioas,that makes them work (uch g 


' Mtheiftical Thoughts. -67 
| incheSoul;which Longht thew at large, 
whach blood is the ſalve, tho' argumen= 
ration isrhecloch or leather tro which it 
fhtcks,& by which ic is applied; bur from 
+ foch leather comes no verrtac,all of iras. 
from the blood of Chriſt , which by 
argamemarion heals the Soul. For if 
it were nakedly in the argumentation 
: ro ſtir your heart, apd ro work ſtrength 
| of grace, what ſhould be the reaſon 
| Thar ſomerimes you are no more mo- 
| ved by all Jour argumentarions, than 
* 2a mountain of brafs is by the winds? 
— why ſhould the fame truth affe& you 
27 onc time, and notat another, when 
;  yor areas filchily difpoſed tobe afteRted 
i 25 ar the firſt > Therefore conſider ir 
| 15 a72t your reaſon and argumentation , 


| - bur Chriſt's blood that doth all, by as 
} admirable, andyyect fecrer operation. 

> 3. Your union to Chriſt on your 
part 15s begun, and partly wrought by 
the uaderſtinding, and hence the good 
thar you per by K at any time, It 1s 
_ Four 2308» OT.patt of it at 


Qzeft. 2. Again you ask- me, whe- 
tact Calvax doth not expreſs fully my 
| -thoughts 


Wear out, m 


62 -Of theCmeof 
thoughts about our Spiraaall anion , 
ishis :b.4,cap.17. 

eAnſw. 1anfwvcr , I have 


what he has war , and my 
bave read long fince onr of kim, and 


'for the preſcar I have mo bapks 
_ about meewhere | am, and therefore 


mher know 


cannot farisfic you in this nem 


ac tell fome 


will either write to 


of -your friends before I am pore, 


cf | 


P 
by 


I when I: ſhall -feck ro find our the * 
boek and place; If F imve Tiface, I 


what hc-hath ſaid or wat that way, - 


&c. 


Queſt. 3. Again thirfly, You de- * 


fire me to tell you how my (elf came 


to the cure of Atkciſtical Thoughts, * 
and whether they did wear cur, or © 


whether they were rauonally over- | 


thrown. os 
cAnſw. 1 anſwer, at ff they did 
dead-hearted company , which was at 


the- Univerfiry. 


2. The Lord awatcncd me 
in: andths I found that 


broke our 2 


iRrengrh of reaſon would commonly a 


-CON- 


again, þ; 
and bid me beware Ieft an old fore F 


Atherftical T, ts. 69 
| cenvince my underſtanding that there 
was a God, bur I felt it utcerly iofuf- 
# ficient to perſerade my will of it un- 
| leſs it was by firs, whenas I rhought 
Gods Spinr ry hats the Chaos of 
| thoſe horrible deg; and this I 

Re will be found a truth. 
[ did groan guder the bondage of 


| | thoſe anbelicving thoughts , looking 
; Up, and Gghing ro the Lord , that if 


+ be were as his works and word de- 


| clared him tobe, he would bepleaſed 
+ to reveal bit by bis own Rs - 
” and perſwade my \ by hrs own 
- Spirir of kis Eflcace and Being, which 
if he would do, I ſhould account it 
. the greateſt mercy that everhe ſhewed. 
- me. And after and heavy 
| - perplexities, when 1 was by trem al- 
+ meſt forced ro make an cnd of my fclf 
| and finful hfe, and ro be mire own 
Exccuttoner , the. Lord came between 
[the bridge and the water, and ſer me 
| Fout of agguith of ſpirit, (as ſhe p rayed 
for a child) -to p pray unto him he ligke 
| Fin the midft of fo grear darkneſs; In 
* Which rime he revealed himſelf, ma- 
* pailcited his love, flilled all thoſe raging 
} thoughts, 


F-- "64 Of the Cure of | 


- ferupies ro me, I uſe to ſend them a-þ 


: thoughts , _ gave return in great mea» 

face of them; ſo that tho' I could nor 

xcall the Seripture without blaſphe- | 
mous — before, arva | = 8 
- plory., a majeſty, amyſtery ,- adepr 

TT which ow rfwaded ) ad 
whictt light (1 defice to ſpeak it rothe 
-gtory of his free grace, ſeeing you call | 
me to-it) 15 not wholly put out, but] 
remains while I defire ro walk cloſely þ 
with him , unto this day, And thus 
tae Lord opened mine-eyes, andcured 
-me of chis miſery; and if any ſuch 
baſe. choughrs come (like Begpars to þ 
my door) to my miad , and pur theſe þ 


way with this anſwer, Why ſhall I | 
queſtiao that: Truch, which I have both 
known and ſeen. |; 
Obje Bur you ſay this remedy 
ts good, viz. of prayer , bur that you | 
cannot aſc it, eſpecially becauſe you þ 
queſtion the truth of God, 
Anjw. Yer (dearSir,)pive not over this} 
Ecade, you will doubrleſs find ic gain-f 
Fal, w:ca it may be God hath laden | 
you more with theſe thoughts, and} | 
made -you loath your felf for them. j ; 


| as they wereanſpared, 


But the thing ſcems ftrauge ro me, if 
I miſtake you not, viz. that your heart 
will not be perſwaded , bur that 'you 
. muſt reſolve your doubrs -copcerning 
the perfeQtion of Scriprure , not by 
ſceking to harmonize choſe pallages 


that ſeem to crofs one another, (but - 


| by aſcribing ſome humanity or error, 
{ :( if T may 1nterpret you) to the pen- 
| men, ſecing St. Pazl faith , We pre- 
pbeſce but in pert,and fecing one ofthe 
Evangeliſts leaves our the doxology in 
{ the Lords prayer. 
{ Sir, if you can rake theſe thoughts, a- 
? . riſing from racſe & the like grounds, as 
your burden, I do not blame you, but 
| pity you in thar reſp=-&4; bur if your 
| judgment indeed think fo, I am ſorry 
you ſhould harbourſach thoughts one 
F Hour within doors : for you know 
-þ that holy mcn wrt the Scriptures (but 
ſo far they mighr err, but tis added) 


ginal has 1t) as 
carried in rhe arms ofthe holy Ghoſt, 
| and ſo how could they errthow could 

God lie? Ir is trace, Paz! did prophe- 


'F fic bur in parc , aod is this an argu- 


D meant, 


Atheiftical rf boughts. of | : 3 | 


or (as the Ori- 
they were moved or 


| 
' 
| 
| 


H6 How to know 
Ment , becauſe he did not propheſic 
fully, theretore in ſome chivgs he did 
not propheſic ttuly ,, I am perſwaded 
you will {ay there are many rhings 
my poor thoughts have ſuggeſted :o 
you, as true; and yet lam per{ſwaded 
I doin them propheſic(if I may fo fay) 
but in pact, The Spirit of God dire- 
&ed the four Evangeliſts ro write, yer 
{ſo , as they dig not all write what a- 
nother wric , but in great wiſdom lefr 
{ome thirgs doubtful , and ſhort in 
one, which are more clear and full in 
another : and hence the Doxologic is 
fully fer down in one , and not in a- 
nother, and many reaſons I could fer 
you down why , but thar it is nced- 
lefs.: I grant you ought not to put up 
all with a charitable opinion of Scrip- 
ture, bur if you can, by reaſon, rea- 
ding, and comparing, help yoar hearr 
to a full perſwaſion, this 1s Scripture : 
bur many things you cannot pet fa- 
tisfation for, by that way and means, 
© bur ſtill your Spirit will be left dark 
and doubifal ; Whar courſe will you 
here take for reſolution , which is. 
Scciprure? The Papiſts ſay ir is ſo,be- 

| caule 


the Spirits Motions. 67 
cauſe the Church has chriſtened it for 
Scripture ; you {ay you will ſccrea- 
ſon for ic thatiris fo, or clſe you can- 
nor be fatisfied , then I fear you will 
never be farisfied. (I think ) In this 
caſe therefore theſe two things you are 
ro do, 

x. To go to God byprayer,to give 
you 2 refolucion of all your doubts , 
and by ſome means or other , ſome 
light to fce whether this is his word 
or not, Secondly, if this be his word, 
then he would perſwade your heart of 
ic, thar it is ſo: For the leaſt reſoſy- 
tion which 1s Scripture, and which ts 
not, is made by the ſame perſwaſion, 
and ſole perſwafion of the ſame Spi- 
rit that writ the Scrip:ure. Concer- 
ning the Angels that appeared to Mary, 
ſee Gerard, and ke briefly, (I think 
will fatisfic you , in your anſwer to 
the particular ſcurples abovr the Scrip- 
tare ſcnſc, and thediflonancy of them, 
Oaly this 1 will add to thelaſt clauſe 
abour.theſe things , that if the Scrip- - 
tare be inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, 8 
that not in the ſum and ſubſtance © 


it, but to cycry word and ſentence of 
D z 20 » 
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GY How to know 
14t,. which I thiok you will not doubt 
-of, when you have conſidered it; then 
I rhink.it will uaceniably follow,that 
the (ame Spirit of ctrath is allo a Spi- 
'Tit of order ., and.hence the method 
of various penniog of it, is from the 
Spirit roo,which you fay you ſtick ar. 
eAnſw. 2. Again, to your third thing, 
:CQNCerning- your ſpirit being burtiiened 
with involuncary infirmities , as but- 
dens, bur not as fins. 1 ſay nothing . 
now, becauſe I perceive by one parr 
of your reply that the Lord has done 
you ſome good by the firſt anſwer , 
only ic is your prief you cannot fear 
them, nor-condemn your felt for them, : 
as damning fivs. Forfſatisfaction of : 
Wwhich,i hope this reply to your ſecond 
troublewill give.zou ſome ſaiusfaftion. : 
Queſt, 4. Again to your fourth 
queiton, ro know. whether thelſe + 
Changes you have ſomerimes, & thelg :} 
mov1:;gs of the Spirit, .are not of na- 
tural temper, or Gods Spirit, lt ſeems. z 
I did a little miſtake the meaning, be- # 
cavle you meant nor the main work 
&S$ graces, bat occaſional (irrivgs and 4 
Mm2yvings of kearc, as by reading lame 5 
| 0 packe- | 


CT * 


the Spirits Motions. 69 | 
patherical Letter , your Spirit is mo- 
ved with joy or forrow, which it may 
be will not be (tirred at ſome other 
time, as by driokiog a cup of wine, the 
ſpirit is made more chearful &lively,&c. 
eAxſw. 1 anſwer theſe three things. 
I, Firſt, That it is-very uſual for na» 
tural affeions to be raiſed by a natu- 
ral temper, as by drinking , eating ., 
novelrincſs of the Goſpe], Fobn's cin- 
dle flics were raviihed with the Go- 
{pcl : People are naturaliy moved ſome» 
times: by- a thundring Miniiter,: ec ue- 
Vet a Whit tac, mote grace, &9, andi1t- 
is a good ſpecch of Doctor Ames : 
Arminian aniverſal grace {as ines, 44 
ſcr:b- 1) may be the effect oi a. good. 
dinver ſomenmes, 

2. That cho' the being of g-:ce de- 
pends not upon. the remper ot. + bo- 
dy, yer the exciciſe of prace, and ni» 
ny gitrs of grace , togerher with tlic 
techvg of it doth. And hencea-gnod. 
dinner, and ſometimes wine, to a [ad 
melancho?y (if gracious )heart, may re- 
move rem prohibentem that, may keep: 
gracezas joy & thanktulneſs from wor ke: 
Ing, aud fo take the prace and draw: 
: D 3 GE 
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- has 
Hark 58. & os s the 


* Him, by makiog him thankful: Ithu-k 


How to know 
« out, not create and diffuſe the grace= 
The Propher calicd {ycu know) for a 
Minſtril, which fome think, (a=d char 
upon good grounds ) was io raiſe up 
heart, and make him chear- 


mftrumenr, which if ir be brok:n,the 


beſt grace will hardly ſound - bart 
-whole,then they will. 


3. If you would know when theſe 
things ouly draw out or make 
2 thing like ono grace in the Soul, T 
anfwer, by cheſe rwo ihivgs chiefly. 

x. If x berruc = crer makes 
you more humble and vike in your own 
eycs, and fay, Lord, why doft tou 
g-re me any deftrerothee, any ckcar- 
tulncſs 19 ſerviagtkee 2 &c. 

2. it makes you morc rtaakfel, & 
ro blefs ihe Lord thatite thus remem- 
bers you; for this is a ſending rulc , 
wha ever comes from naurc, and 2 
mans 1-If, 1tever builds np it felt, and 
Icarus io felt again; whit ever grace 
c« mes from Chriſt, it drives a man our 
of hiatclf, by makiopg him bemblec 
and draws him uvro Chnft rhbar fear 


al 


the Spirits Motions. 71 
all grace, aud ſtitri=gs, and movings 
tha: have not this double effect in ſome 
meaſure, arc to be {uſpeted , and if 


whether they are rcue or no. 
5- Again, Your fifth thing aboat 
provideace, you ſay you cannot fee a 


poſirive providence, altho* you do fee | 


a negative providence iy all your oc- 
cafions, andcomfor:s, andTrofles,you 
meet withal, as namely,yq ucan:hank 
God for not taking away your life , 
&c.bur you canaor fee God giving it. 

eFaſw.1. 1 anfwer, 1. Conſider what 
I writ toyouar firſt abeurt this. queſtion 
in general. 


2. Ponder ſadly whether any crea- | 
has irs | 


cure Or appurtenance io it , 
being from it ſelf , or from ihe will 
and word of God , viz, I will bave 
ſuch a man to be,and ſuch a memory to 
be,8&c. I think you will fay nothing can 
make it ſelf,rhercfore here is a poſitive 
providence in life, hiberry, &c. 

3- Confider whether the ſame will 
and word that pives it a bcirg, roge- 
ther with all the appurtenances to it, 
doth noc alſo give it at aud motion. 


D 4 That | 


they have , it is davg-rous to doubt 


: 


| 


72 How to know 
That it is fo, Ithus demonſtrate 1. 
Every creature is made for an cnd,for 
zo wiſc cfhcicat, but works tor ſome 
wiſc end. 2. That no creature can 
tead ir fclf to its end, if finful or ir- 
rational. 3. Sod mult and doth lead 
it by us ſeveral atts and: movings to 
that cud. Hence 4.EveryaQRtis determi- © 
ned by God. 

And aliho' I grant ſome creatures 
more freely, ſome neccfiarily , yer it 
is from a poſitive will and providence 
that they move,-aRt and ſce. There- 
fore you ſee what cauſe there isto ke 
2 politive providence in every thing. 

Conc-rning the reft of your lerrer, 
Oh thar I _ i 0, tO Wat 
mere; yet I hope-I have writ cnough 
for this time "i the Lord knows 
whether cycr more or no. 


, However 
| thank you hearrily for improvizp: 
me this way of writing , who have 


my mouth ftopr from ſpcaking. 
I wiſh 1 had more ſuch friends to 


deal thus with me , and my felf 
mor= time, and a more fruitful 


head and heart ro improve my felt 


this,. or apy. otlicr ike way for them: 


the Spirits Motions. TT 
For who knows whar breattirgs of 
Gods Spirit are loſt for wan of wit 
ting , eſpeciaily when there wx ro kr a- 
fon of ſpeaking, Truly Sir,. 1 meer 
with ſew- that are much trroabled in 
that manner as your ſ{c!i; burthey ga 
on in an caſte, quier, and very dang= 
rous. way : | which troubles (I periw=de 
my felf) keep you awakivg, Then o- 
ther virgins are flunibriceg, and afcr 
which (1 am per{waded) the Lord :r- 
tends ro uſe you for more than com- 
mon ſervice, if you wade well throrghtr 
them;howerer as I ſaid before, be nor 
diſcouraged, or too much perplexed wn 
ſorrow for them, For {urcly, asfar zs E 
can encls, the Lord is preparugycs for 
timſclfby chem. I {hall nor forge yor,. 
tho' I never ſaw you:and Ibefcech you :& 
you have any-ſpatk of afteftion toward 
me kind]'d by theſe fewlines, remember 
when you arc beſt able to pray for your 
felf,ro remember to look afrer me and 
mine,&a[l that gowith me on the magh— 
ty waters, and then to look up & fgh ro 
> Heaven for me,that theLord would cer 

of his free grace but bring me to rkar 

good land, &thoſe g?oriots Ordinances, 

a2dthat there may but behold the Gas 
D- 5 of 


”% T7 Concluſion. : 
efche Lord ta his Tempic,tho' he never - 
deligh: roule me there,thy* Land mine ; 
thaald poſoly b:g there;and har if che 
Lord ſhould call me ro my ſolemn work 
and f-rvice for che good of his Charch& 
People, & company that go with me,or 
arc ewe before me, thar then the Lord * 
would reveal his fecrets te me , & 
enable me the litcle time I have to livexo * 
be fruicful co him, andro have a 
hearrthan ever for him,as for your ſelf, ' 
Hhall defire theLord ro k-ep you blame- : 
Ef and unſported in an evil world, and © 
that as he has began, ſo he would per- | 
&&,& crown his divine graces & work 
in yoQ, &thatyon may be perſcrvedfrom 
zational fins, w hich ſhortly bring gatio- , 
nal 2nd moſt heavy plagues. 

Aad the preſence of the Lord may 2- 
bide with you: and in-you , uotnl the 
Eord call for you. Remember my and 
bore t2 your Farber, whoſe name I have 
forgot,andby whom I could not fend ;- 
theſe lines, being then hindced by butt |- 
nes. Now the peace of felus Chriſt be 
wilrhyouS& keep you uprighr & blame- 
Iktf:ailldeath. Andifl never fee you more| 
wt che laſt and great day, then Farewel, 


& Ye a} Chriſt, T.S. 
Faccvecl, Yours in Jeſus __- 
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(olletted 
By THO # AS SHEPHARD, 


Sometime of Emanuel Col- | 


ledge in Cambridge ; Now 


Preacher of Go $ Word 
in New England.- 
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HEB5T-12. 

For when for the time ye ought to b-Teach- 
ers,ye haveneeahthat one teach you again; 
which beth firſt Principles of the Ora-| 

| 
cles of God;and are become ſuch as bave 
need of milk, and not of ſtrong meat. 


—_— — —— 
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of the Word, to Fat theſe nails 
e place, even in the Heads 
Te- Chriſtians. 

Neither is it below the bigheſk Scholar in | 
Chrifts Schoo/, to-hold faſt the form of 
wholefome words, 2 Tim: I. 13 

The great eApoſile bimſelf ,. has 
wrept up into the third Heaven) altho" 
be bad recerved a Commiſſion of Chriſt bis 


D- 7 Maſter 


| 3 
e. 
[ 
| 
} T is no diſperag — 1 
for this Lt: Maſter-Buil- | 
| wh { Mr. Thomas Shep- 
bard of New- England wee 
to labour ſometimes by the 


73 To the Chriſtian 
Maſter to make Diſciples , yet be was a © 
Dijciple fill; for be not only Catechized 
oiters , bat learned , and that again, and 
| agers » The ficit Prig- 
Heb «+5. 12. cplcsoft the Oracles of 
Mar. 12.11. God: witch are called 
Te CanSy Foes The Myltcrics of the 
i Cor.2. 10, Kingdom of Heaven , 


Z che depths of God: rhat In 


ic, i= flam Emglisb , thoſe Dofirinal 
Irutes , wich are truly fundamental, 
and abſointet; weceſſary unto ſalvation ; 
thut we may be able by 
ſound dodrine both to 
exhorrt and convince the 
gain-faycrs: and be rea- 
dy always to give an anſwer to every 
mae that 2sketh us a reaſon 4 of- the 
hope thar is 1m us. 


Thus keartily beſarching thee , in the 

 _ mameof Chriſt, to ſearch 

Fob. 5- 39- the Scriptures., and to 
As 6. 4 give thy (clt continually 
(ET to Prayer , and the Mi- 
z Pet 3.3, mftry of the Word that 
«HA#520.32, you may grow in Grace, 
and in the knowledge of 
_—_ ' 


Tit. 1. 2. 
r Pet. 1.15- 


my 


READER 579 
our Lord and Saviour jcſus Chrift. 1 
now commend you toGod, and tothe 
Word of his Grace, which is able 16 
butld you up, and to give you an 1n- 


hericance among all (bcrm which are 
Saucified. Sobeir. 


Friend, IT am thine, if thou doſt Ibve 


the Truch, and our Lord Jeſus Chit 
in f1acerity, 


WILLIAM ADDERLEY: 


Dated , 
Ecom Charterhouſe in London, 
February, 1. 16 47- 


RE A D E Þ 


Eing deſired to peruſe andgive our: 
; opinion of the reſolutions in this- 
Letter now preſented to thy view; 
We mult confe ſo, they appeared 
to ws very precious ; For we have. fel- 
dom ſeen acuteneſs, profoundneſs and god- 
lmefs, ſo eminently, equally, a and hapbils 
metched. There- are in Chriſts School 
—_—_ » elementaries , and men of 
ed wits. The Schclar propoſns 
theſe caſes was no Puny , and he was 
bappy m meeting with a teacher ſo able- 
for reſolution. Therefore, who ever .. 
reads axd beeds ., 4will' not repent of Eis 
Iabour. But the more knowing the Rea- 
der &, and the more experienced in the 
Ways of Chriſt, the mor e delight may be 
take in, and the more profit may he reap 


by theſe pious and profound reſo tions, So 


 Wedre 
'Thine in Chriſt Jeſus vobn Gree, and* 


Bl. Greenhil. Mar, 27.1648. 


Sam of CHRISTIAN 


RELIGION : 


In way of Queſtion = 
and Aniwere | 


Delivered by My. 
Tno, SneeaarD.in N, E. 


_ 


— 
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". 
F- ho the beſt and laſt endof 


== Toliveto God, Rom. ; 
- 10, I1. Gal.3.19. "_ 


j-3z15. 
h Q. How i manto liveynto God ? 
_ eA, Two: 


$2 The $1um of 


Life , Heb. 10. 38, Fob. 3. 33,36. Rom, 


cA. Two ways. 

Firlt, By Faith in God, Pſal 37. 3. 

Sccondy , By obfervancec ot God. Ecct. 
I2.13. 

Q, What & faith in Goa? 

A. Ir 15 the farſt at ofour Spiritu 
life, whereby the foul believing Cog 
bclhevcrh ww God , and there reſteth ; 


in- the Aucher and Principle of 


4- 3» Heb. 11.23. Heb. 4. 3. Deut, 3c 

2.0. 

Q What is God : 

A. Godomy knoweth bimſelf, ad 

man can io knovs him and live: Ye 

he hach m2mficfted him(ſclf unto us i 

his back-parrs, according to eur Mat} 

ncr- or- meature of kyowing things: þ 

anJ we uced X50w no more than theſe, 

that we may live, 1 Tim. 6, 16. Exod 

3.3- 19» 23- : 
Q. Feat are Gods back- -parts? _ 
A. They ace rwo; Fuſt , His ſob 

ficicacy , Pſal. 36. 9. Secondly , By 

Efhic Om. 4. Zls | 

Q. kat Gods ſufficiency ? 

A. I 15 his perfect fulneſs of alt 

geod, whereby he is all- — 


CEriffian Religion. 83 
us in bimicit, P/a. 16. 11. Gen. 17.1. 
Q. Hbereas fa:ids and appears Gods 


WIJLCIERnCY © | 
£1 Fuſt, inkisEflence, P/al. 68. 


9. 


» Im bes fabfiftence or per- 
ſons, 2 Seam. 7- 2C, 25. 
Q. Phat xs Gads Efjence ? 

A. Whereby be is that abſolute firſt 
Being, Rev. 1. 8. Iſa. 44. 6. Exod. 
A SES 
. Q. Cen you fafficiently conceive of the 
| Glory of this exe maſt pure Eſſence , by 

one ai of Faith 2 
_cA. No; and therceforc the Lord hag 
mamkcficd = wore us by divers attri- 


-F burics, Deat 29. 29. Excd. 34. 6,7, 


Q Hlater: Gads _ttributes ? 

A. Thar exc moſt pure Efſence , 
d:vc: Ny apprebended of us, as it is di- 
veiſly made own wato us, 1 Fohn 


4-16. Tje. 43. 25. 
Q. How mazy hizus of Attributes are 


there? , 
A. There are rwo forts of them. 
Fiſt, Seme what God is: 


Secondly , Seat fhewing who God 
Q. BY 


IS. 


4 The Sum of | 
Q. By what . Attribates now you-what. 
God is? 
A. By theſe; Godis a Spirit, living 
of himſclt, Fob. 4.24 Fab. 5-26. I 
Q. By what . Attribates do you under» 
ftand who is God? k 
«<A. By iis Eflennal rties, which-J 
ſhew ro us: Fuſt, How great a God 
he 18, Pſal. 77. 13. 4. 
Secondi'y , What a manncr of God; 
he is, Mat.s. 17. 3 
Q, What . Attribates ſhew how great 
a- God be is? | 
o& Fiſt, His infinirenefs, where. 
by he is withour all aus of Efſcnce, 
y 4 Chr. 2 Fo 6G - 
Secondly , His Erernity-, whereby: 
he is wiihout all khmits of beginning, 
ſucceſſion , orcndl of Time , P/al. 101. 
2.5z26,27. I Tow 1.17. ; 
Q. What ere thoſe - Attributes which: 
ſhew what a marzer of God be is? 4 
A. His qualities whereby ke aQtetir; 
with, arc of rwo forts: , 
Firſt, His Faculnes, whereby he 1s; 
able to a, Iſa: 60.16. & 6341. Þ| 
Secoud!y , His Virtues of thoſe Fa- 
ulties, whereby hes prompr and rea-. 
dy. to att , Pjel. $6. 5. Q. #hat:| 
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'Q. IWWhat are bis Faculties? 

A. Fuſt, His underſtanding, where- 
{| by he und-rftandeth rogeiher , and 

at once all truth, Heb. 4.r3.A&s 15. 

18. | 
JS Secondly, His will, whereby he pure- 

ly wille:h all good. Pſal.119. 68. - - 
Q. YVhat are the virtues of thoſe Fa- 
<ulries, 
<A. Firft, They are intel le&ual; the 
virtues of his anderſtanding, as Wiſ- 
dom, Knowledg, and the reſt. 

Secondly, Moral ; the virtue of his 
Will, as Love, Holineſs, Mercy. In 
the ating ofboth which,confiſts Gods 
haypineſs, 

This much have you ſeenof Gods 
ſufficiency , tn tegard of his Eflence, 
Now fo'lows his ſubſiſtence. 
Q. Vrkhat are his ſubſiſtences or per- 
ſons ? . 

A, That one moſt pure Eſlence 
with its Relative properties. | 

o- V7tat are thoſe Relative proper- 
tres. . ; | 

A, Tiey arc three, 

Firſt, To bever. 

Secondly, Tu be begotten. 


T-hicdly, 


$6 


The Sum of 


v1 


Thirdly,To proceed from both. 

Q. How may perſons learn you fron 
hence to be in God? 

A. Three ( 


WR" Firſt, The firft,is the Father,the firſt 
$3. i Perfon in order, begerring the Son. T7] 
"- 2. F. [ 
14 Secondly, The Son, the ſecond Per. | | 
ſon, » or Wi of the Facher.7oh. 3, 6. I 
| Heb. 1. | 
£71'Y Thirdly, The Spirit, the third Per- + 
F &i i | fon, prececding from them both.70h. 
WE it | 


I5. 26, 

Q. Are theſe three Per ſons three di- | 
Flint Gods ? 'F* 
A. No, For they are that one pure | 
Efſence , and therefore bur one God. * 
Foh. 1.1.Rom.9.5.1 Cor. 6, 16. L Cor.” 
1-1" zZ., I0, F 
"1 os  Q..Ff every Perſon be God, how can: 
$0 oY they be diſtin# Perſons , and not diſlin&,, 
F118 Gods ? 
vl, A. Yes, Becauſe one aud the ſame? 
Bi thing may have many Relative proper: , 

fi 1:5, and reſpefts of being, which in'þ | 
the God- head mate diftinct Perſcns. As 
fl one aud rhe ſame man, may be a Fa-, 
N'! ther 1 in one relpeQ, a Slater in ano- | 
& BR rher 
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ther rcſp=<&; and a Schular in another | 
reſpeR, | 

4 Q. If theſe three Perſons be but one 
God, what follows from hence. 2 T) 

 eA. Thar all the chree Perſonr are 

> cqual, Co crernal, ſubſifting in one, * 

Þ not ſcpararing from each other, & there- 

fore delighring in cach other, glorify- 

ing cach other, Prov.$, 30. Thus much 

oncerning God, 


Now concerning the works of God. 


' Q. Thus mach concerning Gods ſufft- 
ciency, FFhat is his efficiency. 

FF #. Whereby he workcth all things, 
Jand all inall things. Rom. 11. 36. 
Y1/2.45- 7- 

| Q. Y/hat of Gsd ſhines forth , and 
Yere you to behold in this Efficiency. 

A. Two things - 

'F Firt, Gods Omaipotency,in reſpe&t 

J of his Eflence. 
 Sccondly, the co-operation and di- 
itin& manner of working of the three. 
Wecrſons. Rom. 1. 20. Fobr 5,17. 

Q. Yhbat is Gods Omnipotency 2 
A. It is Ins almighty power , 
where- 


—_ 


8s The Sumof 
whereby ke is able ro bring to paſs 
all rhat ke doth will, or what ever he 
can will or decree. z Chron,20. 6. Phil, 
$- 21. Mat 3.4 Pjal. 15.7. 

. FF hat s Gods Decree? 

A. Iris this Ecernal and decerminars 

arpolſc , concernicg the cftcting of 
al things by ks mighty ag: 
ding to ns coanſel. Eph.1. 11. þ 

Q Vat attributes or glory of Gol 
appear z tis Decree ? 

A. Fn#, His Conftancy , whereby 
his Decree remanns unchangeable. Nun 
23- 19- 

Sccondly, Fis Truch , whereby hs 
-delavereth machines but what he hai 
decreed. Fer. 10- 19. 

Thirdly, Faubfulneſs, whereby 

be cfeerb —CVET _ decreerh a: 
cording therewaro. 1/a. 46. 10. 

Q. Y/hat = God's Counſel. 

A. Hs &hlbcration as it were,fe 
the beſt cficiiag of every thing ac- 
cording t ks Wildom. Afs 4. M4 
P/a, 104. 24 - 

Q. Free is Gads F Fiſdem! 

A. It ts the *dz2 or perfect plat: 


form oi all tags m the mind of Gody 
which 
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which cither can be known , or ſhall be 
done, according to the good pleaſure 
of his will. Hebr.tri. 3. Prov.8.12,13- 
Q. Y/at is the good pleaſure of Gods wilt 

+A. I: is the moſt free Att of his Will, 


whereby he willeth himſclf direftly , 


as th= greateſt good, and all other things 
for himſcif, according to his good plea- 
ſure. Mat. ti. 25. Prov. 16. 4- 
Q. hat learn you from hence? 
«A. That Gods good 
firſt and beſt cauſe of all chings. P/ed. 


' II5. 3. Pſal. 33.8, 9, 10, 11. 


Q. > Phat are the Co-operations of the 
three Perſons in Gods Efficiency ? 
A. Whereby they work the ſame 


thing together unſeperably, Fob. 5. 17,- 


I9. & 16. 13, 14. 
Q. If they work the ſame thing together, 


How s it that ſome works ave attributed to 


God the Father, as Creation; ſome to the 


Son , as Redemption ; ſome fo the Holy 
Spirit, 4s application ? 

A. This is not bec2uſe the ſame work 
'S not common to all rhe chree Perſons; 
but becauſe chart work is principally ar- 
tributed in Scripture to that perſon 
whoſe diſtin& manger of Worzing ap- 
pears chuicfly in the work. 


E Q. Wha: 


pleaſure is the 


1446s 4s 44 right wap «oh ae m b [444.44 
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. Q. Y/7at is God the Fathers diflind 7 
manner of working ? 
<A. His working-1s from himſelf by the. 
_ &-to the Holy Ghoſt ,Pſ.; 3. 6. 70h, 
-3 & hence the beginning,& lo th-Cre- 
| a of all; hings1s artribuied to him, 
_ VPhat is God the Sous manner of : 
wor ng 2 
A. His working is ——— 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Jcb. 14. 16. and 
hence the difpcalirion of . and? 
ſo-Redcmption , isarcributed unto him. 
Q. Y/hat is the Holy Ghoſts manner 
of working ? - 
<A. His working is from the Father. 
and the Son , Ioh. 14, 26. and hence 
theconſummarion of al things , and ſo 


application is attributed amro ham. 


Q. 7YVherein doth Gods "_ of 


wor king appear ? 
 eA. In two things. 
Erft, In his creation of the work. 


Secondly » la his providence over tþ 


world. Eſa. 37- I6. 
Q. þ Vhat is his Creation ? 


A.lt is Gods efficiency, whereby at 


the whole world of nothing, origina ly 3 
exceed: :2-000d, Pſal. z 1. 9. Gen. 1. 3-4 
Q. Did the Lord make the worid 


an inſtant ? A. No] 
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A. No;but by parts, is the ſpace of fix 
daycs,defcribed ar large by Moſes, Gen 1. 

Q. When did the Lord make the third 
heaven,with the eAmgels therr Inmbabitants ? 

A. In the fyſt day, in the farſt bepin- 
ning of it, Gen. 1. 1. leb 38. 6,9. 
Q). What is the creation of the third heaven 

A. Whereby ke made & to be the 
heaven of heavens, a moſt plorious 
place , replenished with all pleaſure 
which belongs te eternal bappincis, 
wherein his Majcſty is fcen face ro face, 
& therefore called rhe kabiration ofGod 
2 Chr. 2. 5,6. Pſal. 16.11. Pal. 63. 15. 
. Q., What is the creetionof the . Angels ? 

A. Whercby he created an inname - 
rable number of them, in holineſs, ro ' 
be miniſtring ſpirits , with moſt acure- 
neſs of underſtanding , liberty of will, 
_ great ſtrength , and ſpeedy in motion , 
to celebrate his praiſes , and cxecure his 
commands , ſpccaally ro the heirs of 
ſalvation. Heb. 11. 22. Ib, 8. 44. 
- Heb. 1, 14. 2 Sam. 14. 20. Inde 6. 
2 Pet, 2. at. Eſe.s. 2. Pſa. 130.10. 

Q. Wher did God create man ? 

A. The fixtÞ; day, Ges. 1. 27. 

Q. How did God create man? - 

A. He madetim a reaſonable crea- 
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euce, conſiſting of body, and an immor- 
ral Soal, in the Image of Tod, Gen. 
2. 7. Gen. 1. 28. 

Q. What is the Image of God where- 
im be Wwas' made! 

<A. That hability of man to reſcmble 
God, and wherein he was hike nnro God, 
i wiſdom, holineſs, righreouſncfs,bock 
i bis nature, and in his government of 
himſelf and all Creatures. Cel. 3- 1a. 
Epheſ. 2. 24. Gen. 1. 26. 

Q. What became of man being thas made? 

<A. He was placed in the Garden of 
Eqecn, as 1n his Princely Court, to hve 
gnto God , together with the woman 
which God gave him. Gen. 2. 15. 

Q. Thus muck of Gods creatien. 
AW bat is his Providence? 

eA. Whereby he providerth for his 
creatures being made, even to the leaſt 
circumftance, Pſal. 145. 16. Pro. 36-33. 
Q. How is Gods Providence diſtzzyauſbed? 
<A.lt is cither, firſt, Ordinary,and mcdi- 
ate, whereby he provids for his creatures 
by ordinary and uſual means. Hef. 2.22. 

Secondly , Extraordinary and unme- 
dic, whereby he provides for his cres- 
tercs by miracles, or immediarly by 
kimfelt. Pſal. 36. 4- Dan. 3. 17- 
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Q. Wherein is bis Providence ſeen ? 

A. Fieſt, in Converlation, whereby 
he upholkdeth thiogs in their beivg acd 
power of working. A. 17. 28. P/al. 
I04. 29, 30, Nebem. 9. 6. 

Secondly , in Gubcerracien, whereby 
he guides, direQts & brings all creatures- 
to theircnds. Pſal. 29. io. Pſal. 33.11. 

Q. Doth God govern all creatures alike ? 

A. No; but ſome he governs by a 
common providence , and others by a 
ſpecial providence, ro wit, Angelsand' 
Men, to an eternal cſtate of happineſs 
in pleaſing him, or of miſcry indiſplea- 
fing him. Deut. 30. 15, 16. 
Q. What of Gods Providence appears 
in bis ſpecial government of man ? 

eA. Two things. 

1. Mans Apoſtacy or fall. 

2. His Recovery or rifiog 2gam. 

Q. Concerning mans fall, what are you' 
to obſerve therem? 

4. Two things. 

1. His rranſgreffion incating the for- 
bidden fruit, Gen. 2. 17. 

2. The propagation of this unto all 
- Adam's —_. SF 

Q. Was this ſo great @ ſin to cat of 
the forbidden fruit ? 

E 3 | eA. Yes, 
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eA. Yes, excceding preat, this Tre 
being a Sacrament ofthe Covenant;alſo 
he had a ſpecial charge nortro cat of it: 


ainft the waole law, cven when God- 
had ſo highly advanced him. 
Q. what are the cauſes of this tranſgreſſion? 
<A. The blameleſs cauſe was the law 
of God, Rom. 5.13. Andhence as the 
Law did it, ſo God didir: holy, juftly, 
. avd blameleſly. Rom. 7. Io, 11, 12. 
| Q. What are the blameable cauſes ? 
cA. Two principally. | 

1. The devil abuſing the ſerpent to 
deccive the woman. Gen. 3. 1. 

2. Man himſelf in abuſing: his own 
irce-will, in 1ecetving the temptation, f 
which he might have cefiſted. Eph,7 29. Þ 

Q. What is the Devil? 

A. That great number of apoſtate & 
rebellious Angels, which through pride 
and blaſphemy againſt God, and malice 
againſt man, became Iyars and murche- | 
rers of man, by bringing him 1aco that 
fin. Luk. 1t. 18, 1 Tim. 3. 6. 1 10h, 
'Ys Iz. Joh. ?. 44. | \ "2 

Q. What are the eff ets anal jruits of ; 
this tranſgreſſten? 4 

A, T hcy are two. 


t. Guilt | 
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| 1.Guilt, wherby they are t1edro undergo 
'N duc punishment for the fault,Rom.3.19. 
: 2. Punishment, which rs the juſt an- 


| ger of God upon them for the filth of 
1 fin. Rom, 1, 18. 
Q. What are the particular punish- 
ments inflicted on the cauſes of this ſin? 
A. Beſides the fearful punishmeur of 
the devils, mentioned Iude 6.and that of 
| the Serpent & the Woman, ben. z.14,16 
the punishment of man was firſt,$inO- 
riginal & Actual.,Secondly,death.Gcn, 5,5. 
Q. What is (im? 
A. The tranlgrethion ofGods law.10. 3.4. 
Q. What is Oryinal and Afual ſm? 
A. Firſt, Origwal fin is the contra- 
| rietyof the whole nature of man tothe 
law of God, whereby it being averſe 
from all good, is enclined ro all evil. 
Eccleſ. $, 11, Gen 6.5. Rem 6. 20. 
Secondly, Actual fin 15s che contiunel 
jarring of the actions of man from the 
law of God, by reaſon of original fin, 
and (o man hath no free will ro any fpi- 
ittual pood, Eſa. 65, 2, 3, Jam. 1. 
4s 17. Bja 1. i. 
Q. What death is that God ixfiifts 01 
man for ſin? x 
A, A double death, 
| E 4 :. The 
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g=rh=r wich the beginnings of it in this 
worid, as grief, Shame, lofles, ficknue(- 
f-s. Deut. 28, 21, 22. 35. 

z- The Scco:id death of the Soul, which 
is the eternal ſeparation and<cjection of 
ze Soul afzer death, and Soul aad body 


after judgment , from God, into ever- 


laſting rormeuts in hell. 


Q. Is there no wary +4 this death, as 


there is of the cther in this life ? 


. Yes; as firſt, Security and hard- -- 


nels of heart, which cannoc fecl fin its 
SrEATEIT cv1I, | 
2, Terrors of conſcience. Heb. 2.15. 
3- Bondage of Satan. Eph. 2. 2. 
4+ Thecuiſe of God in all bleffings, 
whereby they are futed for deſtruction, 
om. 9. 22, 


- 


7. His holineſs, whereby he being pure 
from all fin, cannot away with the leaſt 
fa inthe beſt of his creatures. Heb.1.1 3, 

2. His Juſtice, whereby he being moſt 
zeit, in himfelt, cannot but punish man- 
for ig, as well as reward: him for weil 
ding. 2. Thef. 1. 6. 

3- His Paticace, whercby he uſerk pi- 
ty, Patience,an i Bounty,to his creatures 


Q. Is 


1, The ficit death of the body, to- 


Q.- What ofGods attributs shine forth here? | 


| 


4 


? 
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Q. 1s this ſin, and the punishment-of it 
derived to all mens poſterity? 09 
A. Yes. oh. 3. 3. Eph. 2. 3. 

Q. How is it propagated 2+. 

<A. By the imputation of Adams fin 
unto us, afid ſo the pynichment muft 
needs follow upon it. Rom. x5. 13. 

Q. Why 5hould Adams ſin be imputed 
to all his poſterity ? 

A. Becauſe we were in him as the 
members in the head , as children in his 
leyns , as debrors in their ſurety, as 
branches1a their roots,it being juſt,clat 
a8 if he ſtanding,al had ſtood, by impata- 
tion of his righteouſneſs, fo he falling,al 
Should fall, by the imputation of kis fin. 

Q. Thus have you ſeen mans apoſtacy 
from God, what is his recovery ? 
<A. It is the return of mau tothe fa- 
your of God again, meerly out of fa- 
your, and the exceeding riches of his 
free grace. Eph. 2. 12, 13. Rom. 5.8. 

Q. How are we brouyht into favorr, 
and what are the parts of this recovery ? 

cA. Two wayes : 

Firſt, by Redemprion. 2 Cor.4.19,20. 
2dly, by Application bereof, Tir: 3.6. 
| Q. What is Redemption? 
"Y A. The fatisfattion made ; or the 
4 E 5 Price- 


4 


W 
A 
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price payed,to the juſtice of God for the 
- Tife and deliverance of man out of the 
captivity of fin, Satan, and death, by a 
Redeemer, according to the Covenant 
made between him and the Father. 1. 
Cor. 6.20. Luk, 1. 74. Eſa. 55. 10,1. 

Q. Who is this Redeemer ? 

eA, Jeſus Chriſt, God and Man. Mat. 
7. 23- 10h- 1. 14. C0. 2. 19. 

Q. Phy is he God: Man? 3 
:A.Tha t ſo he might bea fit Mediator, Þ 
to tranſact all buſineſſeſs between God 
and man, in the execution of his three 
Offices, whereunto he was anointed. of 
the Father. 1 Tim. 2, 5. Eſa. 42, 12. 
Q. What are thoſe three Offices of Chriſt? 
A. 1. His Proj hetical Office, whereby” 
he doth reveal the will of the Father. ' 
efHA. 3. 2», Col. 2. 3. 

2. His Prieſtly Office , whereby he 
makes fuji] atonement with the Father | 
for us. Col. 1, 20. 4d 

3. His Kingly Office, whereby he 
g2verns his people whom He bad taughe 
aad reconciled, ſubduing their enemies, :; 
and procuring their eternal peace. Pſal. 

2. 6. Eſa. «. 6. | = 
 Q. How hath Chriſt Ieſus made ſatisfaftiom 

6A, By his kumiliation,. whereby he 
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71/fgr: Religion, 9g _ 
was made {ubjet througn:out his whole * 
life and death, to the tri Juſtice of 
God, to perform what ever the fame- 
might require for the redemption of 
man, Gal. 4. q, $+ 
Q. What id Gods Juſtice require of man? 
eA. 1. Death, for the bicach ct rhe 
Law, and that Chriſt raſted, in bis bit- 
ter ſufferings, both of body and Soul, © 
by being made fin,and fo abolishirg bo; 
and this is called his Paſſive Qbediexce. 
Heb. 1.9.Eph. 1.7.2 Cor.5-21.GaL 3.13. 
2, Perfe& Obedience, in fulfilling 
the Law perfectly, both in his Nature 
and Actions: for the procuring and me-. _ 


riting of life ; and this is called his . 4- 


Eive Obedience. Heb. 7. «8. 


Q. What follows Chriſts Hum:liation ? 
e A, His Exaltation, which is his glo- 
r104s victory, and open Triumph over 
all his and-our enemies, fin, Saran, and 
death, inthe (cveral degreesof it. Luk- 
24. 26. Phil. 2. $, 9. 1 Cer. 15.5.7. 
A. What is the firſt degree of Chriſts 
Exaltation ? | 
A. Bis ReſurreQtion the third day, 
whereby his Soul & body by the power 
of the God-head,were broughr r 
again, and fo roſe again from dearth, ap- 
6 pearing- 
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pearing to his Diſcip'es forthe ſpace of 


| God, whereby he 


| ; with the Father, as Lord over all, for 
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40 Gays. 1 Cor.15.4- + Rs. 19. AF. 1.3. 
Q. Wheat is the ſecond degree of Chrifts- 


Exaſtatzes ? 
»A. His Aſccnfion into Heaven, which 
was the going up of the Manhood into + 


the third heaven, by the power of the 
God-hezd, from Moanr Olives, in the 
frphr of his AZS. EF. Iis, LIZ: 
QiFhbe: i the third dexree of bis Exaltation 
<A. His at the right hand of 
adranced to the 
fulncefs of allglory, in both natures, go- 
verncth and rulcth all things to her- 


the poed of his people. Marks 16. 9. 
Pſal. 110. 1. 1 Cor. 15. 25. Eph. 1. 
— > Le a 
i5 ee* 
FRO Knndhand 
A. Hes cerurato . which 
15 his ſecond Fo ito this world 
wich olery Maxſty, rojudge 
the en dead, rothe confulion 
of all them that woald not have him 
rale over them , and rorhe unſpeakable 
pood of his people. Afar. 19. 23. 2 
Tam, 4. 1 As 17-31. 2 Theſ.1.7,8, 9- 
f: Thas mack of Redemprion,the firlt- 
part 
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part Of h1s Recovery H#/bat is application? 
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A. Whcereby rhe Spirit by the Word 
and Miniſtry thereof , makes all that 
winch Chrnit as Medrator hath done for 
the Church e&czxnous ro rhe Church, as 
her own. lob. 16. 14. Tit. 3.5, 6, 7- 
Job.10.16.- Rem. 10.14,17.Epb.5,253226- 
Q. What is the Charch ? | 
A.The number ofGadsEleft. Heb. 12.23 
Þb.17-9,10,1z la5.10.16.Ep.1.22,23- 

Q. How doth the Spirit make appli- 
cation to tbe Charck 2 

A. 1. By azzomot the Soul to Chrift. 
Phil. 3. 9, 10. 

2. By Commanzon of the benefits of 
Chrift to rhe Soul. | 
Q. F'Fhat i this Union? 

A. Whereby the Lord joyning the 
Sonl ro Chit, makes ir one Spirit with 
Chriſt , and fo gives it poſicflion of 
Chriſt, and mpin wats all the benefits 
and blceſizps of Chnft. x Cor. 6. 17. 
Iob. 17. 21. Ram. $. 32. 1 1b. 5. 12, 
Q. How doth the Spurit make this Union? 
A. Two ways, fir , By cutting off 
the Soul from the old Adam; or the wild - 
Olive-Trec, mike work of preparation. 
Rom. I1. 23, 24. | 

ante 


- coming of. the whole Soul car of it 
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IO1 


into the ſecond Adam, Chrift eſis, by 
- the work of vocation. A 26. 18. 


Q, What are the parts of the prepe- 


ration of the Soul for Chrifi « 


A. They are two. 
1. Contrition, whereby the Spirit 1m- 
mediatly cuts oft the Son! = ſecu- 
rity in fin, by making i tw moern for 
it, and ſeparating the Sonl from it, as 
the greateſt evil. Je. 61. 1, 3. Fer. 4- 
3» 4. Mat. 11, 20, 28. 
2. Humiliation, whereby the Spirit curs 
the Soul off from ſelf-confidencein afiy 
ood it hath or doth. Efpecally by ma- 
Line it to feelits want, & amworthine(s 
of Chriſt, and hence fobmntcrth ro be 


diſpoſed of as God pleaſerk. Phal. 3.7, 


$. Luk. 16. 9. Lak 5. 17, 18, 19. 

Q. Y/hat are the parts of recationof 
the Soul to Chriſt? | 

A. 1. TheLords calland inmaation 
of the Soul ro come to Chriſt, 1n the 
Revelation, and offer of Chinft and 
his rich Grace. 2 Cer. x. 10. 

2. The receiving of Chnſt, or the 


ſelf unto Chriſt, for Chnſt by virzrac of 
the irrefiſtable power ef the Spurir mche 
call;and this is Faith Fer.3. 22,Jeb. 6-44, 
48, 10h. 10.16, Eſe. 55-5 


Q Thus 
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Q. Thus much of our Union, YYhat is the 
communion of Chriſts benefits unto the Soul: 

A, Whereby the Soul poſſeſled with 
Chriſt, and rigat wnto him, hath by 
the ſame Spirit truition of him, and all 
his benefits, loh. 4. 10, 14. 

Q. Y/hat is the firſt of thoſe benefits we 
do enjoy from Chriſt ? 
A.Fuſtification, which is the GractousSen- 
tence of God tne Father, whereby for che 
fatisfaction of Chriſt apprehended by 


- Faith, & 1mputed to the-faithful,he ab- 


ſfolyes them from the guilt & condem- 
nation of all fins, & accepts them as per- 
feRly righteous ro eternal life. Rom. 3. 
24» 25. Rom 4.6, 7, 8. Rom. 8.33, 34. 
. Vhhat difference is there between 
Fuſtifecation and Sanfification ? 
A. 1.Juftification is byChriſts righteouſ- 
neſs inherent in Chriſt only;Sanctificati- 
on is by a righteouſneſs fromChriſt inbe= 
rent in our ſelves. 2.Cor.5 21.Phil. 3.9. 
2, ſuſtification is perteed at once, 
and admits of no degrees, becauſe it is 
by Chriſt his perfect righteouſneſs: San- 
Qifhcation 15 1mperfect, being begun. in 
this life. Rev. 12, 1. Phil. 3.11, 
Q. What is the ſecond benefit next in 
order to Fultification., which the faithful 
receive from Chriſt 2 A. Re- 
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juſtified is aually reconciled;& at peace 


with God, Rom.5.1. loh.2. 12. & hence 


follows his peace with all cr:atures, 
Q. Y hat is the third benefit next un- 
to Reconciliation ? 
eA. Adoption, whereby the Lord ac- 


counts the faithful his Sons, crowns 


them wich priviledges of Sons, & gives 
them the Spirit of Adoption, the ſame 
ſpirit whichis in his only begotten Son. 


Toh. 3.2. Rom. 8. 11; 145 15, 16, 17, 


Q. V/hat is the fourth benefit next to 
e Adoption ? : 

eA- SanQification, whereby the ſons 
ef God are renewed in the whole man, 
unto the Image of their heavenly Father 
zn Chriſt Jeſus, by Mortnificatien, or 


Chriſts death: and by Vivification their 
daily rifinpto newnels of life,by Chrifts 


reſurreftion. 1 Theſ. 5. 23, Eph. 4. 


2:4. Fer. 31, 32. Rom. 6. 7, $. 

Q. Y/Yhat follows from this Mortifi- 
cation and Pivification? | 
<A; A continual war & co 


at between 


The Sum _— 


A. Reconciliation,whereby a Chriſtian 


their daily dying to fin by virtue of 


«a — eo... EE w 


the renewed part aſſiſted by Father, Son- 


and Holy Ghoft, & the unrenewed part 


aſſiſted by Satan & thiseyil world Rom. 


To. 21 225 "SL Q. What [* 


I 
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Q. VÞhat is the fijth and las? benefit 


next unto Saattification ? 


-A. Glorification , which hath two 
degrecs. Theone in this life and the 0- 
ther in the world ro come. 

Q. YÞkat is the firſt degree of Glo- 
rification in this life? 

A. Lively czpectation of Glory, 
from the aflurance and shedding abroad 
Gods love in our hearts, working joy 
unſpeakable. Rom. 5.2, 5, Tit, 2.13. 

Q. VP hat is the jecond degree in the 


world to come ? 


A. Full fruitionof Glory, whereby 
being made compleat and perfect in 
Holiucſs, and Happineſs, we enjoy all 
that good eye hath not (ren, nor car 
hath heard, in our Immediate and Erer- 
nal Communion with God in Chriſt, 
Fit: 13. $3. 1 Cor--15. at. 

Thus much of the firſt part, of living 

tro God by Faith in God. 

Q. What is the ſecond part , viz. 
our Obſervazce ? BY 
eA, I: 15 theduty that is to be-perfor- 
mcd roGod of usxthrough the power of 
his Holy Spwit, working in us by Faith, 
according to the will ofGod:Eph.6.6,7. 
P/al. 139. 24- Rem. 6, 1. Iuk, 1. 74. 
Q. Where- 


Vance of God? q- 


| i . fe#ly in this life? 


706 The Sum of 


Q. Whereinconſiſts our obſervance of God? 
eA. Itis cither Moral, or Ceremomal. 


Q. Wherein conſits our Moral obſer- 


F. ln two things. \ | 
I. In ſoffering his will, whereby a be- | 
liever, for the ſake of Chriſt, chooſerh 
rather to ſuffer any miſcry,than to com- 
mitthe lcaſt fin. Heb. 11.26. A4.21-13, 
2. In doing his will, whereby a Be- 
herer in ſenſe of Chrifts love performs 
univerſal obedicnte to the Law of God. 
a 1Þob.5.z. Luk.1.6.Phil.3.12. 
. Is there uſe of the Law to a | 
Chriſtiaz ? OY 
A. Al:hough it be aboliſhed to a 
| Chriſtian in Chrift, as a Covenant of 
life ; ( for ſo. Adem and his poſterity are 
fill under ir ) yer it remains asarule of | 
life, whea he is inChriſt,& roprepare the 
kearr for Chriſt. Rom. 6 14, 15. Mot. 
5. 17,18,19.20. Ezek. 10. 11. Rom.9. 
Q. Why is not @ Chriſtian ſo under the 
Law « @ Covenani of life, ſo as if he breaks 
it by the leaſt ſin , be Shall dye for it? 
cA.Bccauſc JeſusChriſt hath kept it per- 
fetly for him. Rom.8.3,4. Ro.5.20,21. 
Q. Can any Man keep the Law per- 


A. No; 


- 
- 


Chriſtian Religion. 
eA. Noz tor the unregenerate wantin 
theSpiric ofLife,caunot perfect an aft o 
life 1n obedience ro 1t. The regenerate 
haviog the Syicit but in part, performat 
only impertectiy. Rom.8.7.Rom.7.21. 


Q, What befalls the unregenerate upon 


their aiſobedience unto it ? 

A. Thc eternal curſe of God for the 
leaſt (in, and the incteaſe of Gods fierce 
and fearful ſecret wrath as they increaſe 
in fin. Gal, 3. 10. Rom, 2. 5 
Q. What befalls the regenerate after 


their breach of the Law , and imperfet. 


obedience unto it ? 


eA. The Lord may threaten and correQt | 
them,buthis loving kindueſs(incovering 


their fins 10 their beſt duties by Chriſt; & 
accepting t! eir meaneſt (ſervices ſo far as 
they are quickened by his Spiric)isnever 
taken from them. Pſal. 89. 31, 32, 33. 
Zach. .1.to8. Ija, 56,7.Rom. 7. 20. 

Q. What is that imperfett obedience of 
Believers which is accepted ?. 

A, When they ſo obſerve the will 
of Chriſt, as thar therein 

1. They confeſs and lamen: their fins. 
i 109-1, 9. Row: 7: 24. -- 

2. They deſire mercy in the blood ef 
Chriſt, and more of his Spirit, Phil. x. 
9, IO, 1. 3. They 


> 


IO8 The Sum of 
3 . They return him the praiſe of the leaſt 
ability irodo his wil.P/50.23.Cor.15,10 
Q. How is the Law, or ten Command- 
ments, divided ? | | 
A. luto rwo Tables. The firſt ſhew- 
10g our duty to God immediatly in the 
four fi:ſt Commandments, The ſe- 
cond, our duty to man in the fix laſt 
Commandments. 
Q. What rules are you to obſerve to un- 
derfiand the Moral Law ?: | 
cA. Theſe. 
1. That in whatſoever Command- 
ment, any duty 15-cnjoyned, there the- | 
contrary fin is forbidden : and where 
any fin 1s forbidden, there the contrary 
duty is commaadcd, | 
2. Thar clic Law is Spiritual , and 
hence requires not only outward, but 
iuward and Spiritual obcdience. 
3. Where any groſs (ia is tocbidden;- 
there all rhe ſigus, degrees, means, and 
| provocations-to that fin are forbidden 
alſo; and arc in Gods account thatin. 
And ſo where any duty is commanded, 
\ there ali che figns, macans, & provoca- 
tions to thatduty are commanded alſo.. 
4. Thatthe Law isperfeRzand chere- 
fore there is no {i0-in all the Scripture, 
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To the Chriftian 
bat is forbidden in ir; nor no duty requi- 
red {if moral} butir is commanded in it. 

Thus much of our Moral obſcr- 
vance of God. 


_ ments, Bapalſa and rhe Lords Supper. 
Q. Fhet & « Sacrament ? 

A. It is an CET » Wierein 
external ſconfible chings by the appoint- 
meat of Chrilt, arc { from com- 
mon uſe , ro figaitte , cxhibic and ſeal 
ro us that aflurance of ccraal life by 
Chrift Jeſas, according to rhe covenant 
of his grace. Gem 17. 9, 10. 

Q. Which ere the Sacraments ? 


Lords ſappcr. 


of Baptiſm: ? 
cA. Water, Fobs. 3. 23. 
Q. Whear © the inward and ſpiritual 


part of Bap*ijm, ſe5mfied, exhibited, aud 


. ſealed thereby? 

A. ChnftsRighncouſneſs 2nd his Spirit. 
1. Waſling away our fra, and fo dc- 

livering us from dearh. 

2. Preſennng us dear before che Father, 

and ſo zitoring us again to life. R om. 4. 

£ Cor. 2,it_ Ada, 3.11. 


I0g. 


Q. FFhatis ewr ceremonial obſervance? 
<A- The celebration of the :wo Sacra- 


cA. They are two, Baptiim and the 
Q. Whet is the external ſenſible pert 


Q. What 


, 
— bd 


Iio The Sum of 
Q. What follows from hence ? | 
<A. 1. That 1t is a Sacrament of our new 
birib,% ingrafring into Chriſt. Fobaz. 5. 
2. Thatas we are pertcaly juſtified 
at oncc, and being new born once, ſhall 
never dic again. Hence this Seal is to 
be Adminiſtred bur once. | 
Q. What is the external dnd ſenſeble 
part of the Lords Supper ? 
eA. Bread and Wine, with the Sa- 
cramental ations: about rhe ſame. 
Q. What is the inward and ſpirumal pert 
of it, ſignified, ſealed, and exhibited thereby? 


- A.The body & blood of Chriſt crucified, 


'  Q Ought not the Sacrament.to be admini- 


offercd & given to nowiſh & ſtrengthen 
believers, renewing their faith unto e- | 
terial life. 1' Cor, 11. 24. Fob. 6.5455- 

Q. What follows from hence? | 

A. r. Thar it is the Sacrament of our 
wrowth in Chriſt, being new born , 
. becauſe it is food given io nouriſhus, 
havipg received lite. 

- 2 That therefotreit is to be admuniftred * 
and received often, that we may grow. . 
3- That children and fools,& wicked, 
ought not to partake of the Sacramenr, 
becauſe chey cannot examin themſelyes, 
and ſo renew their Faith. 1. Cor. 1x. 28. 


ftred 
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fred to carnal people , if they bawe heem baptiſed? 
A. No, becauſe ſuch as arc not witkzn theCove- 
nant, have no right to the Scal of the Covenant. 
Q. Where are belzevers, who have raght nute 
this Sacrament, to ſeck fraitzze of = © : 
A. Becauſe it > not be adminiftred pri- 
 yately, [ as the Papiſts would, ] Hence Gods 
people arc to ſeek to enjoy their right tot iN 
{ome particulat viſible Church,in joy ning with 
them, as fellow-members ofthe fame body. I 
C7. IT. 20, 22. I Chron. 10. 17. AG. 2.4% 
Q. What members vught cxery partzc=lar vi- 
ſeble Church to confeft of? 
A. Chriſt being head of every particular 
Church , and it his body,hrace none arc te be 
members of the Church but fack as are mem- 
bers of Chriſt by faith. T Car. I. 2. I Theſ- I. 
Q. But do not Hypocrites, amd ma trug Mene- 
bers of Chrifl , creep in? 
A. Yes; burifthey could kavebern known 
to be ſuch, they ought ro be kept aan, and when 
they are known,they arc orderly ro be caſt our. 
Mat. 25.1. 2 Tim. 3. 5. Rrvy. 2.20. Tit. 3. 20. 
Q_ Are theſe Members bound any ts cleave 
fo Chrift their bead by Fazh? 
A.Yes,& to one another alſo love, 
which they are bound to fir-agrhem & confirm, 
(as well as their Faith} by a ſolema Covcnane. 
Epb. 4.15, IG. Col. I. 4. Her. 5©. 4. Ie. 56.45. 
Zach, 11. I4. Zeph. 3- 9- Pſal. 19 x06. 
Q. What benefits are there by joyzing thas 
's a particular Church? 
A. I. Hereoy they come to be und-r the 
ſpecial Government of Chrift in his Church, 
and the Officers thereof. Iſa. 30. 22. pi 


+ Dr=po nw — 
i* " A Co —_ 


; vw, 4, 
- 


- , on 
IO EIT _ 
— a 


nd - * « 
*+- 4% evra ——— pat. Toy 
tr, 4 a ” _— 
'. 


. Revealing unto them his wall. Pad. 


4- Pai 63. 2, 3. 
pa 


| py ny as. ae 7" 
-4. Tex; becauſe many knowing not how 
make alc of 
— in them , hear fn | 
part'y hardnire rhcar hearrs, & 
CE etna 
th=y have beſt mcans. Mer 11.23. Fer-17-5 
mr hr IS. 5.$;9. Exh.14.4. :Kmz $2 
Y: earn fre 
naifanily deſprſe,o5* ſo refuſe ts joys roGuieCharch 
A. Ede the loſs of Gods racfaccimg 
of his people, i 5 a frariad 
(cancingiag fo) God never intcads ro fave rke 
feds. LE. 2. 47. Ia. 60. 12. Rev 2- 23- 
Q- Whecth-refore caught prople chirffy ts 
aw for, ard ts b:'d forth muito the Chae 
thet fo they DEL be ioynrd its 2 
A. A threct Id wort. 
= Feat, end _ir_g, - 
mms gs AR 2. apy . < 
2. Of F:cariow, Of their drawiaw i | 
eur of this miſcry, 25 to their greare® 2nd on 
IF zoad. ATE. 3. 3s, 4T- 
3- Of acw O5edrence, bow they Lave walked x 
Crit face called. AZ. 9. 26, 27. Mar. 3-$ 
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